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Jesus led them up a high
mountain, and he was

transfigured before them.
Mark 9:2

Those who sow with tears will reap
with songs of joy. Those who go out
weeping, carrying seed to sow, will
return with songs of joy, carrying
sheaves with them. Psalm 126:5-6
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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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You know, there's nothing quite like a good picnic.
 
Even as a young child, I remember attending these
big days at our church. We'd play games, we'd run
around, we'd probably get into trouble (sorry Mom
and Dad!). Though I probably wouldn't have realized
it at the time, I was enjoying a sense of community -
- not just any gathering, but one of joyful fellowship
as the body of Christ. Because that's truly what the
Church is -- it's not a building, it's not a
denomination -- it's the people gathered in Christ's
name and as his body here. It's you and it's me and
it's all of us, together.

As I reflect on some of those lovely memories from my childhood church, I realize it's come full
circle for me. I'm now the Dad trying to keep my little one out of trouble when she comes to
church! I remember that feeling, too, from my first parish picnic when I first came to St.
Alban's, with so many of the parish's kids running around, playing games, and enjoying a safe,
loving community here. I give thanks that a spirit of fellowship is alive and well in this place, in
our little slice of the Kingdom of God in Sinking Spring, and I hope you will join us at our
upcoming parish picnic to keep it going!
 
After the 10am service on September 15th, let's make some more memories! Let's throw a
football around! Let's watch as the kids sprint around our grove! Let's relax together, enjoy a
meal, and give thanks for this community and the start of a new program year.
 
And let us thank God for the gifts of our lives and one another. I'm grateful for each of you and
for this place -- I'll see you on the 15th -- I'll be the guy in the collar throwing the football!
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God of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools
and classrooms and for the teachers and
students who fill them each day. We thank you
for this new beginning, for new books and new
ideas. We thank you for sharpened pencils,
pointy crayons, and crisp blank pages waiting to
be filled. We thank you for the gift of making
mistakes and trying again. Help us to remember
that asking the right questions is often as
important as giving the right answers. 

Today we give you thanks for these your children, and we ask you to bless them
with curiosity, understanding and respect. May their backpacks be a sign to them
that they have everything they need to learn and grow this year in school and in
Sunday School. May they be guided by your love. All this we ask in the name of
Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his longing to learn about you, and as
an adult taught by story and example your great love for us. Amen.

blessing of the backpacks



‘I just have to do this’
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By John Hoskins
She handed me her pledge card. She apologized for the
card being taped together. She explained that her
daughter had ripped up the card and stewardship letter
from the parish and thrown them in the trash. Her
daughter felt that the church shouldn’t be asking for
money. After all, mom was 85 and surviving on

Social Security — how dare the church impose on her mother. But
mom had a different idea. She pulled the pledge card from the trash,
carefully taped it together, filled it out, and brought it to the church
office. 
Her pledge was 25 cents per week. I will let you imagine
the Biblical story that flooded my thoughts. She handed me the card
with a simple statement, “I just have to do this.” Simple and yet so
powerful. She explained the importance of giving and how she felt
that it was just expected. Not by the church but by God. 
For her this simple act of filling out a card spoke to so
many feelings in her life.
Her history.
Her faith.
Her relationship to God.
The love for her church.
And from that, a sense of urgency that she must do this.
As we reflect on her determined generosity, let us consider what
motivates us to give, and whether our offerings spring from habit,
personal fulfillment, obligation, or status — or, like this woman, from
a sense of abundance rooted in faith, and therefore something we
must do.
John Hoskins is the Senior Advisor to the President/CEO of Saint
Francis Ministries, an Episcopal-affiliated ministry based in Salina,
Kansas, that brings hope and healing to children and families in
seven states and Central America.

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
2848 St. Alban’s Drive, Sinking Spring,PA 19608 | (610)- 678-7001 |www.stalbansepiscopal.org
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Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high
upon the cross that he might draw the whole world to himself:
Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the mystery of our redemption,
may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

In Honor of Holy Cross Day
September 14

BCP page 192



the learning center
AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO
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August is a busy month for the Learning Center.  We are wrapping up our fun
filled summer program, getting the classroom cleaned and prepped for the school
year, and anxiously awaiting to meet our new families and welcoming back those
who took the summer off.  The staff and I completed some major projects in
July.  We gave the classroom, the foyer, and the office a fresh coat of
paint, cleaned and organized the craft closet and staff room, and organized the
the cabinets above the cubbies.  During our prep week in August, we will
be deep cleaning the classroom, washing windows inside and out, and steam
cleaning the carpets in the classroom and the office.
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 We are posting lots of pictures daily on
our Facebook page.  You can find
that page at:   stalbanslearningcenter . 
Please like our page, comment on our
photos, and share with friends and
family so we can share our
amazing school with people who may
not know about us.  SACLC is looking
for volunteers throughout the school
year to lend an extra set of hands and/or
share a talent with the staff and
students. More information can be found
on the bulletin board located in the
Narthex.

Our school year begins Monday
August 12 and we are inviting our
families to attend worship service on
Sunday August 18 for the Blessing
of the Backpacks.  If you know of
anyone looking for a preschool, we
have openings for the 2019-2020
school year.
 
Blessings,
Sara Ferguson | Head of School
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Take me out to the ballgame...
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Psalm 96:11-12

photo
journal
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Psalm 96:11-12
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Psalm 96:11-12
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coming events
S U N D A Y

O C T O B E R

6
Blessing of

the Animals
@ St. Peter's UCC

4:30pm

S U N D A Y
S E P T E M B E R

8
Fall Worship

Schedule Resumes
8am & 10am

S U N D A Y
S E P T E M B E R

15
Parish Picnic

after 10:00am
service
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praying the
seasons

O gracious Father, who
openest thine hand
and fillest all things living
with plenteousness: Bless
the lands and waters,and
multiply the harvests of the
world; let thy Spirit go forth,
that it may renew the face of
the earth; show thy loving-
kindness, that our land may
give her increase; and save
us from selfish use of
what thou givest, that men
and women everywhere
may give thee thanks;
through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

A prayer for the
harvest of lands
and waters 
(BCP p. 828)


