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The Family 
of Faith

FAMILY STORIES THAT SHAPE OUR FAITH

He called a little child to him, and placed the
child among them.  And he said: “Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.  Therefore, whoever takes the lowly
position of this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.  And whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me.

Matthew  18:2-5
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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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Greetings to you, friends! 
 
I give thanks for you and for this
parish for the spirit of hospitality
you show time and time again. This
is especially true when it comes to
our youngest parishioners, the
children of St. Alban's Church and
St. Alban's Christian Learning
Center. Lately we seem to have
kids running all over the place on
Sunday mornings! It is a great joy
to hear their voices, to see their
smiles, and to witness the
enthusiasm of a parish community
rally around these young children. 
 
We've been busy around here
trying to keep up with your
enthusiasm! Check out the newly-
updated nursery sometime to see
bright colors and comfy furniture 
 
 
for our young families. Then help us welcome our friends from St. Alban's Christian
Learning Center on September 16th -- instead of just the Paper Bag Sermon, we'll
have an entire homily dedicated to the children, we'll bless their backpacks for the
coming school year, and we'll recognize our Learning Center families and teachers. 
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Jesus said lots of things when it came to children -- to be like them in our
relationship to God, to put them first in our lives, to bring them to him always. May
his words ever guide our common life here at St. Alban's, and may you continue to
provide a spirit of welcome to these precious ones -- for to such as these the
kingdom of God belongs. 
 
Grace to you and peace,
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It’s that time of year again when summer
comes to an end and those of us working
in education head back to school.  As
some of you know, I work as an
educational interpreter for deaf students
in mainstream classrooms.  While it is a
rewarding job, sometimes I can get
bogged down by the everyday problems
and it helps to go back through the
memory banks and relive those special
moments that keep me coming back year
after year.  There are always memories
that stand out and remind us of why we
do what we do.   Both of the stories I
want to share with you took place years
ago and both students have long since
graduated and have families of their own.
Yep, I’m that old! 
 
The first story is of a 5th grade boy I
interpreted for while in science class.
 The topic was evolution and the teacher
had given a disclaimer of sorts for those
whose religious beliefs differed from the
curriculum.  The deaf boy picked this  

Back to School 
Memories

American Sign Language for Children

moment to sign to me asking if God
understood ASL (American Sign
Language).  Woah! So many things
flew through my mind in that moment.
  As happens so often as an
interpreter, I knew this question was
for me and not intended to be shared
with the teacher and class.  This
student, like so many of the kids I
have worked with, family members did
not sign so he had no one to
communicate with in his native 

By Terry Taylor
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language other than the interpreters at
school.   So in that moment, I decided to
go with it and have a little private
sidebar with him right in the middle of
science class. What a heartbreaking
question.  Something he was obviously
worried about – not sure that God would
understand his prayers. I sent up a
quick silent prayer for guidance and told
him that there are many languages in
the world not just  English or ASL.
People pray in many different languages
and God hears all their prayers.  I also
assured him that while we can’t see
God, that God does indeed see us and
can see his prayers just as surely as he
hears the prayers in hundreds of
languages every day.  I assured him
that God watches over us and he readily
agreed with that so it made sense that  
 
 

American Sign Language for God

he could see him as he signed his
prayers.  He nodded and smiled and I
knew he accepted my answer and we
continued through class.  The whole
conversations only lasted a minute or
two, but it has stayed with me all
these years.  Such an important
moment for both of us.  It serves as a
reminder that some of the most
important learning happens through
everyday interactions and I try to ever
be mindful of that. 
 
 The second story I want to share is a
conversation I had with an older
profoundly deaf student. He was from
a deaf family and his real world
experiences were very limited.  It is so
difficult for deaf people to become
involved in the community.  They need
an interpreter to go to appointments,
attend any meetings, or to even
understand what is happening in
church. While Pennsylvania law states
that interpreters must be made
available, the reality is very different.   
 
 It was the end of the day and the
teacher had finished up the lesson
and gave the kids a few minutes of
free time before the final bell.  I had
gotten my keys out in preparation of
driving home.   
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 The student noticed I had a metal
Lenten charm on my keyring.  The
message on the charm, which still
resides on my keychain, is “This is my
body and blood, given to you for the
forgiveness of sin.”  He read it and
asked me if I was a Christian.  I
responded that indeed I was and asked
if he was as well.  He said that he had
recently been introduced to Christianity
and was considering joining a church.
 I let him know about a church I knew
of that had an interpreter every Sunday
and that several deaf adults attended
there.  We talked a bit about my charm
and what it meant until the bell rang
and we both left for the day.  I don’t
know about him, but I certainly left that
day   
 
 

with a light heart.   I heard from a friend
who often interprets for the church
service we talked about that he was
indeed attending church there and had
recently been baptized.  I think of that
young man every time I notice that
charm.  I don’t think I will ever remove it. 
 
These are just two stories that warm my
heart and remind me of why I work with
deaf children.  Of course I have lots of
great student stories, just like all those
working in education.  It helps keep me
on track when I remember that
educators have a huge impact on a
child's life, whether it is in formal
education or in the small casual
conversations that we have with kids.

American Sign Language for church

American Sign Language for school
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the learning
center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I  

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO  

  As far as our curriculum, we will focus on the
apple, the life cycle of the apple, the color red,
the shape is circle, numbers 0-1, and the pattern
is AB. 
This month in math, activities should be focused
around the color red, the circle, AB patterns, the
numbers 0-1, and measurement.  In science,
comparing apples, the life cycle of apples, and
sources of energy needed for things to live and
grow.  The letters that we will focus on in
September are Aa, Ll, and Mm. 
Our last day of our summer program is
Wednesday, August 22nd.  We will be closed on
Thursday and Friday, August 23rd and 24th to
prep and get ready for our fall program which
begins on Monday, August 27th. 
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Curriculum

This month will be very busy for St. Alban’s as we welcome new students, as well as
some returning students who were off for the summer.  We are happy to say we have a
full house this year and we couldn’t be more pleased!  The first 2 weeks will be “get to
know each other” weeks.  We will also be introducing the parents and children some of
our new policies that we have put into place.



 

September Bible Verse:  Children be obedient to

your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing

to the Lord. Colossians 3:20 

Week 1:  Adam and Eve  

Week 2:                Noah 

Week 3:         Abraham 

Week 4:             Joseph 

PAGE 10 SEPTEMBER 2018 THE SONLIGHT 

Christian Education
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Our Nursery

Brody hangin out 
with Mom

Best Buddies
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Guy Time

Cuddling up 
together
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photo journal
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Hebrews 12:1

Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every 
weight and the sin 
that clings so closely, 
and let us run with 
perseverance the race 
that is set before us

Start children
off on the way
they should go,
and even when

they are old
they will not
turn from it.

Proverbs 22:6
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coming events
T H U R S D A Y  

S E P T E M B E R

20
Health Series: 

Infectious Diseases 
7:00pm

S A T U R D A Y  
O C T O B E R

13
Albright Choral

Concert 
7:00pm

S U N D A Y  
S E P T E M B E R

23
Parish Picnic 

11:15am
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Next year will be the 20th anniversary for St. Alban’s Flea Market.  Think we can do
something special?  These events, when we sell our merchandise,  happen only 3
times a year.   Our next one is for October 6th.  The week before the sale is an
especially busy time.  If you are the adventurous type you may want to volunteer for
sorting and pricing.  You never know when you will find that one item in a box and
wonder “what in the world is this”?   If you want to see first-hand how someone’s
trash is another one’s treasure, you may want to volunteer for selling.  Perhaps you
better express yourself with food?  We have both a bake table and offer the best hot
dogs and need sellers and bakers.   We have a bit of something for everyone.  The
Monday and Tuesday before the sale are the busiest days for sorting and pricing.  As
for the morning of the event, we need as many capable bodies we can get to set up
tables and move the merchandise outside, weather permitting.  
For our October 6th sale, you may start dropping off your items after the 10am
service on Sunday, September 30th up to Thursday October 4th .  Please place all
unsorted boxes in the rear of the church.  However, if you like, you may sort your
itmes according to the pew’s markings.  There will be a sign-up sheets for volunteers
posted in the narthex approximately 3 weeks before the big event. 
 
Thank you and hope to see you there!  

If you have any questions, the following is a list of contacts: 
Sorting and pricing      Claudia Escher  484-706-3466 
Advertising           
    (paper)                    Denise Hencken   484-256-1924 
    (web)                       Fr. Dennis  610-678-7001 
    (electronic board)   Alice Slisher or  Lynn Murray  610-223-9506 or 484-332-8043 
    (outside signs)        Carol Anderson 484-529-2684 
Vendors                      Carol Anderson  484-529-2684 
Food/Baked Goods     Steve & Barbara Parelli 484-529-7479 or  610-678-1388 
Goodwill Pick-up          Denise Hencken  484-256-1924 
Set-Up/Clean up          Bill Reid 610-780-9332 
Flowers                        Eric & Michelle Heathershaw 610-763-2427 

Flea Market
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praying the 
seasons

God our Father, you see 
your children growing up 
in an unsteady and  
confusing world: Show 
them that your ways give  
more life than the ways  
of the world, and that  
following you is better  
than chasing after selfish  
goals. Help them to take  
failure, not as a measure  
of their worth, but as a  
chance for a new start. Give
them strength to hold their faith
in you, and to keep alive their
joy in your creation; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

From page 829 of our
prayer book, a collect for
young persons:


