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You will be enriched in 
every way so that you 

can be generous on 
every occasion, and 

through us your 
generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God.
2 Corinthians 9:11
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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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Greetings to you, friends! 
 
I am reminded each day that I have amazing blessings in my life for which to be
thankful. 
 
For this place. For the marvelous ministries you do. For the community and people
God is calling us to be. 
 
For smiles. For my daughter and my wife. For adorable babies and toddlers in our
nursery and running through our pews. For the voices of the newest generation of
the Church. 
 
Even for disappointments, that "lead us to acknowledge our dependence on [God]
alone (Book of Common Prayer pg. 836)." 
 
And above all for our God, the source of all goodness, the savior of our souls, the
one in whom we live and move and have our being. 
 
Each Sunday, we commend our thoughts, prayers, and deepest desires of our
hearts to God, and we give thanks through the holy mystery of the Eucharist. But
each day, be it a normal day, a holy day, and soon our upcoming Thanksgiving
Day, is an opportunity to be grateful before God in our prayers and in our lives.  
 
So -- for whom and for what are you most thankful this year? 
Grace to you and peace, 
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four generations worship 
together  
 

St. Alban's has been blessed
with many new members in
recent years. The Sheneman,
Kreitz, and Traffas family have
joined us since last year, and
there many weeks when there
are four generations present in
the same pew! What a gift for
their family to join ours, and
we're grateful they're among us.
Fr. Dennis sat down with
Jeanne, Kathy, Amy, and
Allison to hear their thoughts on
what it's like to have such a
family of faith: 
 
Dennis Reid: What's it like to
go to church together? How did
this happen? 
 
Jeanne Sheneman: I was an
only child and this was what we
did back then. We stuck
together, and we still care about
it now. 
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Amy Traffas: With mom and grandma needing walkers, we've come together
as drivers; and then we found out how much we liked it here! 
 
Kathy Kreitz: This place seems so blessed with the people who are here;
we've felt a real friendship even though we're just getting to know many. 
 
JS: We've felt very accepted and are so happy to be here. 
 
KK: Yes, we love the music and 
the variety of things that are  
happening, too. 
 
DR: It's great to have Julia here 
with you. What's her experience 
been like here? 
 
KK: Oh the Paper Bag Sermon is 
something she loves! 
 
DR: She always looks excited 
and wants to be involved. 
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AT: She's very excited about the experience. We home-school her, and in all
of our lessons we include Bible verses and chances to sing along. And she
also just loves being with her great grandma and grandma. 
 
KK: And she even comments on the service! She's glad it isn't "long church".
She has pointed out that we read the Creed too quickly sometimes. 
 
AT: I think she calls this "medium church". And yes, she follows along but
can't always keep up with the words we all know. 
 
DR: It's such a good lesson. This has been your life, we know the words, and
we gain that wisdom -- but she's still excited about it and then she gives
wisdom right back! 
 
AT: Yes, and I don't even know all the verses she remembers and learns! 
 
DR: Allison, what about you? I know I've met Fred [Allison's fiance] a few
times; it's good to have you here as well. 
 
Allison Kreitz: I'm glad I started coming; the church has meant a lot to me
especially in recent months. I haven't always gone to church, but it's nice to
be going now. 
 
DR: Been there, know the feeling! 
Are there other family traditions 
you've developed? 
 
KK: On Christmas Eve, we'll come to 
church and then go to my home and 
have a meal, then sing together with
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Christmas carols, and sometimes share 
lessons. 
 
DR: And you're a musical family! It helps 
to have that gift. 
 
AT: And now, Julia's taking piano 
lessons, so she and my Dad can play 
little duets together. 
 
DR: That's wonderful! Any advice for other families that might have a hard
time coming to church together? 
 
JS: There are many things that can be tried, but you have to be devoted
inside yourself even if no one can see it. We try to life our life and [the faith] is
woven in it together. 
 
KK: For my mother growing up, she went to every Wednesday communion.
First to the hairdresser, then to church, then home to teach. 
 
DR: There is a personal devotion there, and if you can make it part of your
routine, something takes root there. 
 
AT: And I remember being Julia's age, and spending the night at grandma's
house, and we would all go in together to church. 
 
DR: It becomes habit! 
 
KK: And there was never a question of "if we're going or not."



PAGE 8 NOVEMBER 2018THE SONLIGHT

KK: And for other families who might be new, whoever sees them, it helps to
take a little extra time to welcome them and tell them about the Paper Bag
Sermon and the nursery. Sometimes people leave churches because no one
acknowledges them; but that doesn't happen here. 
 
And then for the kids, at a very young age, they hear the organ, they hear the
prayers- 
 
AT: Yes! Just that exposure is important. 
 
KK: And they'll think of church and think of God. Mom and Dad might be
tired, but their children will remember! 
 
++ 
 
We give thanks for Jeanne, Kathy, Amy, and Allison for their time and
willingness to tell a bit of their story and their experience at St. Alban's!
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The Best on Earth
A Veteran's Day Tribute

If someone has done military service, 
They earn the title "veteran," and more; 

They earn our deep respect and admiration; 
That they are special no one can ignore. 

 
They sacrificed the comforts we enjoy; 

The list is long of all the things they gave. 
Our veterans are extraordinary people; 

They’re loyal, dedicated, true and brave. 
 

When terror and invasion were real threats, 
They showed us they could handle any storm. 

We owe our freedoms and our very lives 
To our veterans, who served in uniform. 

 
Our veterans should be celebrities; 

They’re exceptional; no other group compares. 
We’re grateful for the many things they’ve done; 
They’re always in our hearts and in our prayers. 

 
We owe our veterans support and friendship; 
Let no one ever question what they’re worth. 

These men and women served us and our country, 
Our veterans--the very best on earth. 

 By Joanna Fuchs
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Veteran Branch of Service Dates
John Taylor 
Roman Petrosky 
Bob Solbach 
Jack Meharg 
Gary Odom 
Dennis Harker 
Bob Kalbach 
Bill Hughes 
Carl Slisher 
James Best Sr. 
Jean Shand 
Brenda Adams 
Charles Hacket III 
Clemson Page 
Barbara Perelli

1970-1976 
1957-1959 
1956-1964 
1970-1972 
1962-1970 
1970-1974 
1953-1957 
1967-1970 
1958-1962 
1955-1965 
1942-1945 
1980-2006 
currently serving 
1967-1986 
1974-1979 
1983-2008

Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Air Force 
Air Force 
Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Navy 
Navy & Reserves 
Army 
Navy 
Navy & 
Army Reserves

Recognition of Our Veterans



the learning 
center
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This month we discuss the season of fall, the changes we see all around us, and the
holiday of Thanksgiving.  In science, discussing matter and magnetism.  We are also
learning about the letters Tt and Ff, the color brown, the triangle, and the numbers 4
and 5.  The pattern is AABB.  In math, learning should center on the triangle, the color
brown, the numbers 4 and 5, and the AABB pattern.  We will also continue working
with the children on graphing, finishing patterns, and classifying objects should be
introduced as well.
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Christian EducationOn behalf of the teachers of St. Alban’s
Christian Learning Center, I would like to thank
the Endowment Committee for their generous
donation to our learning center!  We all so very
appreciative of your kindness.  Thank you! 
One final note, we have some new teachers
here at St. Alban’s!  They all are so happy to be
a part of our wonderful preschool program!  We
are also so blessed to have so many new
children attending our wonderful learning center!
 The best part is that these new families were
referred to us by former and current families!
 That speaks volumes about our program!  I also
thank my super team of dedicated teachers who
go above and beyond to make our program the
best it can be!  Thank you for your continuous
support! 

Psalm 150:6

    November Bible Verse:  
 Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord.  

Week 1:  King Solomon 
Week 2:   Elijah 
Week 3:  Daniel 
Week 4:  Jonah 
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Faith

Family

Friends

I will show thee my faith by my 
works

That a man lay down his life 
for his friends

And all thy children shall be 
thaught of the Lord 

James 2:18

Isaiah 54:13

John 15:13
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Thursday mornings in my childhood were very special. That was the time my
elementary day school class at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Houston would
go to chapel. This routine that lasted for seven years of my life shaped my young
faith. Participating in this child-centric worship filled my heart with joy. We would
exuberantly sing as our recessional the classic children’s hymn, “I Sing a Song of
the Saints of God.”  I doubt that the mother of three young children and wife of an 

‘I Sing a Song of the Saints of God’
ALL SAINTS DAY

BY MARY M. MACGREGOR

Anglican priest who wrote this simple hymn had any idea how popular it would become, even
jumping the Atlantic to become a favorite hymn of countless Episcopalians. Lesbia Scott wrote this
memorable hymn in 1929 and specifically created it for All Saints Day. The lyrics stress that saints
not only lived in the past but live and work today as people go about their everyday lives.  
“You can meet them in school, or in lanes or at sea, in a church or in trains, or in shops, or at tea.
For the saints of God are just folks like me and I want to be one too.” 

  
    Who are the everyday     
     saints in your life? 
    What makes them           
      saints for you? 

For reflection . . .As I sat in that chapel as a little girl my image of saints flowed through
the brilliant stained glass windows that adorned St. Stephen’s.  I would
hear the Bible stories of the disciples who became saints and grew to
understand their devotion to God and the sacrifices they made.  Yet
this simple song reminded me that everyday people could end up
being saints too.  As I grew older and committed my life as a follower 
of Jesus, it became easier for me to see the everyday saints I encountered and the saints who have
played significant roles in my life. They do share some similar characteristics: a remarkable devotion
to God and, to a person, exemplary sacrifice in their lives and ministries.  I always see Christ in them.
Sometimes I experience a glimpse of a saintly moment. Sometimes I see years and years of an
unbelievable witness to their love for God, giving of themselves while asking nothing in return.
 Sometimes I observe an extraordinary act of courage for God’s sake.  And I have lost so many of
them. Whether through moving far away, or the drift that can happen in a friendship over time, or
losing them to death as they meet Jesus face to face, I see them as saints.  
Who are the everyday saints in your life? As we set aside November 1 as a day to remember the
saints of old or the saints we actively encounter in our everyday lives, let us thank God that they all
show us a glimpse of how the Holy Spirit can work in and through us, simple folks just like you and
me. 

Cn. Mary MacGregor, a TENS board member who has been deeply involved in congregational
development for over 25 years, served as Canon for Congregational Vitality and Mission Amplification
for the Diocese of Texas.
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supper club

Enjoy an evening
of good food and

fellowship. 
Supper Club

meets the second
Friday of the

month.  You can
sign up on the

bulletin board in
the Narthax.
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prayer shawl outreach

stewardship
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coming events
S A T U R D A Y  
N O V E M B E R

10
Fr. Charlie's Funeral 

11:00am 
Christ Church,

Reading

S U N D A Y  
N O V E M B E R

4
All Saints' Sunday 
& the reading of 
the Necrology

T U E S D A Y  
N O V E M B E R

20
Thanksgiving 

Eucharist 
7:00pm



PAGE 19 NOVEMBER 2018THE SONLIGHT

praying the 
seasons
All Saints' Day is
November 1st, and
we will celebrate
this great feast of
the Church on
Sunday November
4th. Below is the
collect for the day.

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one
communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we
may come to those ineffable joys that you have
prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


