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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID

Grace and peace to all the saints in Sinking Spring! 

We had a terrific night recently with the Bishop Walkabout -- a night when we got

to meet two wonderful candidates, a night when we got to talk a lot about God's

Church as we've come to know it in the Diocese of Bethlehem, and a night when

we continued to discern and pray together with Kevin and Ruth about where the

Holy Spirit might be leading us.

who will guide us and lead us. All of these things are possible through the power of

the Holy Spirit which emboldens us to live as faithful children of God. 

We give thanks that The Rev. Kevin Nichols was elected to be our next bishop, our

next shepherd, and I know he is excited for the next steps and joining us in our

ministry! Keep him in your prayers; pray that the Holy Spirit stirs up in him the grace

to live into this new calling; and then pray for Christ's holy Church, that we will hear

the call of the Holy Spirit to go out into the world with 

the same faith and courage that the first disciples had 

at the first Pentecost! Come, Holy Spirit!
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As our Easter celebration shifts to

Pentecost this month, let us

remember that the same Holy

Spirit that directs our discerning

and prayers also animates and

energizes our very lives. I heard

so much hope on the night of the

walkabout -- hope for what we can

accomplish together, hope for

where things which have been

cast down will be raised up, and

hope that we will find a shepherd 



the sanctuary 
lamp
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Ever wonder about the little red lamp near the side

alter in the sanctuary? Why is it seemingly always

lit and why is it located there?   

According to Dictionary.com the sanctuary lamp 

(Christianity) is a lamp, usually red, placed in a

prominent position in the sanctuary of a church,

that when lit indicates the presence of the Blessed

Sacrament.  The Episcopal Dictionary simply

defines it as a lamp or candle which burns near

the reserved sacrament when the reservation is

near the altar.  

  

St. Alban's sanctuary lamp globe was given in memory of William R. Reid in 1997 by William R.

Reid III.  Our sanctuary lamp is located near the side alter where the reserved sacrament is

kept.  It utilizes a 7 day candle that is changed every Wednesday by the Altar Guild to ensure

that it remains burning.   
The candle remains lit whenever reserved sacrament is

present. The only time the reserved sacrament is not

present is on Good Friday when the reserved

sacrament is used during Maundy Thursday Eucharist.

 The lamp remains dark until it is lit again from the

Paschal candle during the Easter Vigil. 

In Roman Catholic churches, the sanctuary lamp, also

called a chancel lamp, is placed before the tabernacle

or aumbry  as a sign that the Lord is present. In Old

Catholic and Anglican churches it as a sign that the

Blessed Sacrament is reserved or stored. 

A sanctuary lamp can also be found in the Jewish

tradition where it can be found hanging or standing in

front of the ark in every Jewish synagogue, it is meant

to represent the menorah of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
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They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them. Acts 2: 1-4

When the day of 
Pentecost came, they 

were all together in 
one place. Suddenly 

a sound like the 
blowing of a violent 

wind came from 
heaven and filled the 

whole house where 
they were sitting. 



the learning
center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I  

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO  

This month we will be learning all about

bugs, plants, and Mother’s Day.  The letters

for May are Rr, Ww, and Xx, the color is

black and the numbers are 16-17.  The

shape is the crescent.   

In science, we will discuss the life cycle of a

plant, explore the characteristics of bugs

and dig in the dirt to look for earthworms.

 We will also be growing caterpillars as a

class science project! 

In math, we will explore the numbers 16-17,

the crescent, and the color black.  We will

continue to practice our phone numbers and

addresses, putting objects in order from

smallest to largest, and identifying same

and different.   

The sight words for May are sixteen,

seventeen, black and crescent. 
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Curriculum



May Bible Verse: 

  He is not here, He is risen!  Matthew 28:6 

Week 1:  Jesus Goes Back Home 

Week 2:  Peter and John Help Lame Man 

Week 3:  Peter Escapes from Prison 

Week 4:  Saul Meets Jesus 
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Christian Education

We will be having our annual “Muffins for

Mom” on Thursday and Friday, May 10th

and 11th during morning drop off.  The

children can enjoy a muffin with their

mommy on either of these 2 mornings. 

We will be having our annual “Baseball

Day” toward the end of May, with our

friend “Screwball” coming to visit the

children.  He has been coming to our

Baseball Day for 18 years.  The children

won’t need to pack a lunch that day, as

we will be having hot dogs, soft pretzels,

chips and juice. 

Our Year-End Program will be held on

Tuesday, June 5, 2018, at 7:00pm, in the

Sanctuary of the church, with light

refreshments following in the learning

center. 

God Bless, 

Rindy Foltz 



committee 
focus:

The Property Committee
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The property committee was formed in mid-summer 2014 to take over the responsibility of

maintenance for the physical structure and its grounds from the Building Committee upon

competition of the new church building.  It is the committee’s responsibility to maintain the

aesthetics, integrity and physical beauty of the building and grounds. This responsibility

covers many things that are visible and many more that would only be noticed if they were not

done.  The committee relays primarily on volunteer help from members of the church. When

there are things that can not be done by volunteers, an outside contractor or outside services

are hired. We do not have regularly monthly meeting (we know what needs to be done) but

will get together as a committee at least twice a year or more often if necessary. 

Committee Members: Bill Hughes, Carol Anderson, Dan Escher, Kurt Hencken, Bob Solbach
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We have outside personal that plow and blow snow

from the parking lot and sidewalks and we just recently

had a company repaint all of the lines and tar seal all

the cracks in the parking lot.  

Other than these expenses most of the other outside

maintenance is done with volunteers. 

Other than these expenses most of the other outside

maintenance is done with volunteers. 

All of the sidewalks around the area are edged three

times a year. The mulch areas are edged on a regular

basis and the mulch is freshened every two years.

Shrubby around the columbarium and the church proper

are trimmed at least annually and more often if

necessary. 

Building Responsibilities includes everything from security to making sure the building is clean

and the lights are on.  

Security is a top concern primarily because of the Learning Center, with the responsibility we

have to protect the children, but also because of the times we live in. Concerns are not only

during the day time (when there are forty children in the Learning Center and often times only

one person in the church) but also at night when it is dark and people are leaving after a late

meeting. We work very closely with SAH (our security company) to make sure the security

systems are working properly. We have a 24/7 monitoring service that monitors the burglar, fire

and panic alarm systems. 

Even though it is a new building the HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) systems

require regular maintenance and cleaning. There are seven HVAC units on the roof that

operate on gas. We have a contract with a company that inspects, cleans and maintains these

systems on a quarterly basis.  

We have a cleaning service that comes in several times a week to clean and takes out the trash

for both the Leaning Center and the Church. Burned out lights, lights and more lights along with

window cleaning are all done with volunteers. 

Outside Responsibilities are geared around the beautification

and maintenance of the approximately 3.5-acre property

including the columbarium area.  

The lawn and parking lot are the largest and most noticeable

areas to address. The church purchased a mower and hires

an operator to do all of the mowing on a weekly basis.

TruGreen has been contracted for fertilization, Crabgrass

and broadleaf control with three applications a year. 
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 Last year all of the quack grass in the columbarium area was killed and new grass planted.

Several bushes and trees have died that will be replaced and we will re-edge and put down

new mulch.  

Leaves are cleaned up in the fall and the parking lot is cleared of the Locust tree pods several

times a year. 

We rely very heavily on volunteers, to keep costs down, and are always looking for more.

Currently we would like some volunteers to walk the property a couple of hours a week to spray

and kill weeds, weeds and more weeds. If we have four volunteers then each would only have

to do it every four weeks. If interested let one of the property committee members know. 

Hungry??? 

Friendly’s Fun Night is around the corner.  It will be

held on May 17th from 5 - 8 pm at the Friendly's

restaurant, 3024A Penn Ave., West Lawn, PA. 

St. Alban's earns 10% from all receipts during this

time.  There will also be a bake sale during this

event.  If you're a baker, please sign up on the

bulletin board. 
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photo journal

Paper Bag Sermon

Prayer shawls for our newest members Paper Bag Sermon.  

Bishop Walkabout at St. Albans

Baptism
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coming events
T H U R S D A Y  

M A Y

17
S U N D A Y  

S E P T E M B E R

23
S U N D A Y  

J U N E

10
Health Series: 

Estate Planning 
7pm

St. Alban's 
Fall Fest! 

Details TBA

First Summer 
Schedule Sunday 
Worship @ 9am
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electing a bishop!
Electing a bishop takes a lot of work. It also makes for

quite a unique day at the Cathedral. Here's a look
behind the curtain at what this particular election day

looked like from Fr. Dennis' perspective.

7:30am Arrive at the

Cathedral in

Bethlehem. My wife,

Megan, is on

diocesan staff and

helped organize the

balloting process. As

both priest and

husband, I

accompany her to

help setup an area of

the parish hall with

the nominees' video

messages and letters

to the diocese. Coffee

is consumed in

earnest!
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8:00am Problems! The Cathedral

WiFi is failing, the videos

aren't working, and perhaps

worst of all, the kitchen is

already out of creamer! The

Rev. Canon Anne Kitch,

Canon to the Ordinary, calls

out "can anyone go buy half

and half?!" Out of other

errands to perform, I head

out to the grocery store!

8:30am Registration is now officially

open and the parish hall is a

zoo with laity and clergy

from over fifty parishes

rushing to register and get

their nametags. 

9:00amEucharist is an hour away,

so I drop off my vestments

in the sacristy. I'm thurifer

for the service, so it's up to

me to get the incense

ready. Excited to throw

some smoke!
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9:50am All the acolytes and clergy

for the service gather for

prayer in the sacristy.

"Anoint us with your Holy

Spirit," Bishop Sean Rowe

prays.

9:55am The coals aren't hot

enough! The Bishop and I

exchange smiles and I tell

him "I'll get it hotter for the

Gospel procession." Guess

I should leave the incense

to our acolytes...

10:20am In what very well was his

last sermon before a

diocesan gathering, Bishop

Sean preaches on the

Exodus story, asking the

diocese to live without fear.

"God does not call us to a

place that is risk free. But

God is with us."
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11:00am A joyful Eucharist concludes, and we enjoy a brief

break (more coffee!) before being called back into the

Cathedral nave for the first ballot.

11:30am We have a quorum, and voting procedures are

explained. The nominee receiving a simple majority of

both the lay vote and clergy vote becomes the bishop-

elect. The first ballot is collected, and delegates place

their ballots in the ballot boxes. There was something

especially meaningful about physically placing one's

ballot in the box. Made it feel more real. We then exit

for lunch. Definitely a nervous energy amongst the

delegates at this point -- will one ballot be enough?

How soon will we know?
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12:45pm We receive the call to return to the Cathedral. At this

point, either we have a bishop-elect, or we must vote

again with ballot two.

1:00pm Bishop Rowe calls convention back into session and

announces the results of the first ballot. The Rev.

Canon Kevin D. Nichols receives a majority in both the

lay and clergy votes -- we have a bishop-elect!

1:10pm Bishop Rowe gets Kevin on the phone for all of

convention to hear: 

"Kevin, you've been elected Bishop of Bethlehem! Do

you accept the call?" 

"Oh my word! Yes, I accept!" 

Kevin was very excited and received a roaring round of

applause from the convention.

1:15pm Bishop Rowe addresses

convention one final time, and

also receives a great ovation of

clapping and cheers. It was a

holy moment of God's people

coming together in thanksgiving

for Sean's ministry and

excitement for Kevin's future with

us. Convention concluded with a

singing of the Doxology and

Bishop Sean's blessing.



The Day of 

Pentecost:
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praying the 
seasons

O God, who on  

this day taught  

the hearts of  

your faithful  

people by  

sending to them  

the light of your  

Holy Spirit: Grant 

us by the same Spirit to have a right

judgment in all things, and evermore to

rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


