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HOLY WEEK AND THE PASSION OF OUR LORD
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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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Greetings to you as we enter into the most sacred time of our calendar together.  

It is often suggested that, for Episcopalians, how we pray shapes what we 

believe. I think this is especially true in Holy Week, when we gather and pray in 

unique liturgies that only occur on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 

Saturday. This blessed triduum in which we remember and live into Jesus' final 

days and moments before his crucifixion are stark reminders of what we believe, 

who we are as followers of a crucified Christ, and how we are called to live like 

him and follow him in the way of the cross. On Maundy Thursday, we, like Christ, 

are called to be servants and footwashers, remembering that the Son of Man 

came to serve, not to be served. On Good Friday, we venerate the cross and 

remember Christ's crucifixion, that the cross of Calvary, even as an instrument of 

torture and death, became the ultimate sign of God's love for the sake of the 

world. And on Holy Saturday, our worship in the morning will be stark and almost 

empty as we remember that Christ indeed died for us, that his body descended to 

the dead. 

So come. Let us follow our Lord in his Passion and recall with solemn joy that 

great antiphon we repeat during the Stations of the Cross: 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you: 

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.



Way of the Cross
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1.  Jesus is condemned to death 2.  Jesus takes up his cross

When John and I first came to St. Alban’s, I was intrigued by the wonderful tiles that are framed 

and hang around the back of the sanctuary.  I enjoy pottery and these tiles are unlike anything I 

had seen before.  When the Sonlight became digital, I wanted to feature this wonderful depiction 

of the Stations of the Cross and include background story of them as well.  

3.  Jesus falls the first time

4.  Jesus meets his afflicted mother 5.  The cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene 6.  A woman wipes the face of Jesus

One January Sunday, I began asking folks what they knew about how the tiles came to hang in the 

church.  How long had they been there?  Who made them?  What was their history?  Was it a 

memorial gift or maybe a parishioner had made them?  I spoke with so many members searching 

for any information.  Often one person would suggest that I speak with another thinking they might 

remember something. Word about my interest in the origin of the tiles spread and so many others 

became curious about these beautiful tiles.  I received phone calls and emails with bits of memories 

or others I might be able to contact. One of the first places that was suggested might have 

information was the remembrance books but unfortunately, they held no mention of the tiles at all.
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7.  Jesus falls a second time 8.  Jesus meets the women of 

Jerusalem

9.  Jesus falls a third time

We examined the tiles for some clue but nothing on the framed tiles revealed anything.  There 

isn't a dedication, artist's signature or any information about them at all except their individual 

station number.   Various people I spoke with indicated that they thought they were from the 

period of time that Rev. Frank Wismer was rector at St. Albans (1983-1989) A span of only 6 

years.  So our search narrowed.   If memories failed, then certainly mention could be found in 

church records. A former secretary, Jody confirmed that Rev. Wismer did hold a Way of the 

Cross service so I was feeling confident that there would be some evidence of how the tiles 

came to St. Albans.  With a period of time to work with, I asked Barbara Brown if she could find 

any record of the acquisition of the tiles. She has diligently worked her way through Vestry 

minutes looking any mention of the tiles.  Sadly, as of yet, no written record of the tiles has been 

found.  

As dialog over the origin of the tiles continued, Lynn Murray believes that the tiles were acquired 

by Rev. Wismer through a church objects warehouse.  I have done various internet searches 

trying to find anything similar to these tiles.  While there is a variety of Stations of the Cross tiles 

that can be purchased, none of them have the unique look of these tiles. 

10.  Jesus is stripped of his 

garments

11.  Jesus is nailed to the cross 12.  Jesus dies on the cross  

MARCH 2018
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14.  Jesus is laid in the tomb13.  The body of Jesus is placed 

in the arms of his mother

You have a series of hand made glazed terracotta tiles. The clay is low fire meaning it was fired to 

at max temp 1940 degrees F. Once the clay tiles were pressed and rolled into their dimension, 

they were incised with the imagery using a stylus. At this point the tiles were bisque fired, 

transforming the clay into ceramic. They then where glazed using what appears to be commercial 

glazes. "Duncan" is a popular manufacturer. The opacity, color and consistency of the glaze 

suggests this. The glaze was brushed. They then where fired a final time to melt the glaze and 

fuse it to the tile. 

The stations of the cross is a popular motif in art history. I don't recognize the artist, though they 

do appear stylistically to be made around the time of their install late 70's early 80's.   

My gut says they where made by, or a relative of- one of your parishioners. The techniques, 

economy of material, and craftsmanship are accessible, leading me to believe the project served 

more as a gift to the church as an expression of faith than acquired or produced through a 

professional commission. 

    So as this month comes to a close, the exact history of the tiles still is unknown. I don't plan to 

give up the search.  There are still records to look through that might hold a clue.  Thank you to 

everyone who took up this search. It has been a joy to talk with so many parishioners about not 

only these tiles but also about the history of St. Alban's and many of its special treasures. While it 

seems likely the tiles came to St. Alban's during the 1980s, and possibly from a church objects 

warehouse, these tiles are not commercially made and are indeed unique and are a beautiful and 

meaningful addition to our church. 

 I reached out to local experts to see if they could shed any light on our little mystery.  I 

sent pictures to two local potters to see if they could help us in any way.  Ben DeMott, 

Ceramics Manager at the Goggle Works with a MFA in Ceramics whose work is exhibited 

in museums around the country responded.  His response follows:
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Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others spread branches they had cut in 
the fields. Those who went ahead and those 
who followed shouted, 
“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” 
 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” MARK 11: 8-10
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a peak 
into St. 
Alban's 
past
BARBARA BROWN

During the 1970s, the times they were a- 

changin’ rapidly, both in our society and within 

the American Episcopal Church. St. Alban’s 

congregation was quite open to supporting the 

changes in both human rights issues and 

church liturgy (our prayer book, worship, etc.) 

In 1975, a few months after we moved from 

mission to parish status, an event occurred that 

provided an opportunity for the parish to lend 

its support to a major yet controversial change 

that had been under consideration since the 

1850s – the Ordination of Women to the 

Priesthood.  

   This issue had reached the General 

Conventions of both 1970 and 1973 but 

narrowly failed to pass both times. In 1974, in 

Philadelphia, 11 qualified women deacons, 

who later became known as the “Philadelphia 

Eleven,” were “irregularly” ordained as Priests 

by two retired and one resigned bishop of the 

church, claiming “obedience to the Spirit.”  

 The church hierarchy declared the ordinations 

invalid (later changed) and tried to prevent 

them from serving; however, they did receive 

invitations from at least three churches that 

year, and ours the next. Two of these women, 

Alison Cheek and Carter Heyward, celebrated 

the Eucharist at St. Alban’s on Palm Sunday 

1975 for a record number of supportive 

communicants. What a joyful occasion it was 

and a landmark event for St. Alban’s. 

  Follow up: At the General Convention of 

1976, after heated debate, two resolutions 

were passed stating that no one shall be 

denied access to ordination on the basis of 

their sex, nor be barred from participating in 

the life or governance of their church because 

of gender or because of their theological 

beliefs regarding the ordination of women. The 

irregularly ordained priests were “regularized” 

in 1977 and several went on to be elected 

bishop or suffragan bishop. Katherine Jefferts 

Schori became Presiding Bishop of the U.S. 

for a time. 



the learning
center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I  

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO    

This month we will be focusing on things that 

go, how we get from one place to another, the 

color green, the numbers 12-13, the shape is 

the rectangle, and the letters are Dd, Oo, and 

Bb.  Discussing St. Patrick’s Day, Ireland and 

Easter should be incorporated into this 

month’s learning as well.  We will also talk 

about the colors in a rainbow and how 

rainbows are formed.  Math will center around 

the numbers 12-13, the rectangle and the 

color green.   
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Curriculum

We will be having an “OPEN HOUSE” on 

Saturday, March 24th, from 10:00am-1:00pm. 

 This is to promote our summer 2018 and fall 

2018-19 preschool programs.  We have been 

posting this event on our Facebook page and 

on our website.  We have also asked parents 

to share our post on their Facebook pages as 

well. 



March Bible Verse: 

 You are the light of the world.  Matthew 5:14 

Week 1:  Jesus goes to Jerusalem, Mary and 

Martha 

Week 2:  Make Way for the King 

Week 3:  Washing of Feet and the Last 

Supper 

Week 4:  Easter Story and Ressurection 

PAGE 10 MARCH 2018 THE SONLIGHT 

Christian Education

We will have an Easter party on Thursday, 

March 29th.  We will have an egg hunt 

that morning and will be asking for 

donations of pre-filled plastic eggs.  There 

will be a sign-up sheet if families are able 

to contribute toward our egg hunt. 

The center will be closed on Friday, March 

30, 2018 and Monday, April 2, 2018, in 

observance of the Easter holiday. 

God Bless, 

Rindy Foltz 



PAGE 11 MARCH 2018THE SONLIGHT

Combined Flea Markets 

Saturday, May 5 
Saturday, August 4 
Saturday, October 6 

Questions:  Robin Lewars 484-425-6648

Vendor Only Flea Markets
Saturday, June 2 
Saturday, July 7 

Saturday, September 1 
Questions:  Carol Anderson 610-777-7523

S t  A l ban ' s  dona t i on s  and  Vendor s



committee 
focus: The Outreach Committee

1 Peter 4-10  Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others as faithful 

stewards of Gods grace in its various forms. 

What do we do at St. Alban’s to follow God’s words? 

Let’s start with the West Lawn Area Food Bank – the large baskets which are located inside 

the front doors are typically filled with food items that our parishioners continue to bring to help 

feed those less fortunate.  West Lawn Methodist Church volunteers to pick up our donated 

items and they take to their large hall for distribution each month. 

Cops and Kids   This program started out as books for kids when Reading Police Officers 

would visit homes in difficult situations. Books gave them something else to focus on and calm 

them  It is my understanding from Anne Leitheiser, that the books now go to be READ to 

children. Books are a great tool for children 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  This program started in Spring of 2007  Nancy asked other women if 

they’d be interested in knitting shawls and there were five who wove them at home.  After losing 

them either to passing away or moving away, I invited anyone who wanted to knit or crochet 

and wanted to join  should come to my home on a Wednesday morning @ 10 am.  They came!  

We are grateful to the Endowment Committee for sharing their gifts of money to help purchase 

the yarns and other needed items 
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We moved to the church conference room as there was 

plenty of parking and snow was always removed.  We 

continue to add new members which is a great joy!  What 

have we woven? 

1. Prayer Shawls 

2. Baby Blankets 

3. Hats – 

a. Seaman Hats 

b. Hats for Children at their Giving Tree 

c. Hats to Opportunity House for the Homeless
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Puerto Rico 

Thanks to Anne Leitheiser St. Alban’s 

parishioners were helping those who had so little, 

or nothing due to the hurricanes and flooding. 

 Thank you Anne for sponsoring this Outreach 

Program. 

We are always happy to have new members to 

the Outreach Committee.  New Ideas are 

welcome as well. 

Feel free to call the church office 610 678-7001 or 

Nancy Rambo @ 610 698-9896 

Nancy Rambo / Robin Lewars 

Co-Chairs 

Kindergarten Classes @ 10th & Penn Streets, Reading PA 

To help the teachers with supplies, we’ve provided paper, 

markers, bags filled with new school year supplies (thanks to 

Anne Murry and Jackie Beem for coordinating this mission) 

Fall there have been pumpkins and one Thanksgiving we 

were able to provide all the typical food items for them to 

have a Thanksgiving dinner.  Many of them when asked what 

do they have to eat on Thanksgiving………….pizza, peanut 

butter and jelly etc. 

The past two Christmas’ we asked and received books that 

the committee wrapped in gift wrap and delivered the books 

to class.  Books were also given to a Special Educational 

class in the Reading School District.  They children were 

delighted to receive a present to take home and open there. 

 This past Christmas the children sang several songs to 

Jackie and Nancy in appreciation.
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bulletin board 

This month the pantry is short of 
 Canned vegetables and fruits 

 Canned meats 
 Mac & cheese 

 Rice 
 Spaghetti noodles 

 Pasta sauce 
We can use all donated non- 

perishables. We thank everyone 
who supports us. 

Wilson Food Pantry

For the month of January, income 

exceeded expenses by $7,360.73. 

This was due to the fact that two 

pledging units gave their pledge for 

the year. 

The other good news is the fact 

that expenses are in line with 

budget. 

Finance Update

Health Ministry
March 22 at 7 pm 

Beverly Gabriel, MD FACP 
Post Acute Hospitalist 
Alzheimer's Disease 

May 17 at 7 pm 
Scott Hoh, Esquire 

Financial & Medical Power of Attorney 

September 20 at 7 pm 
Dr. Deb Powell 

Director of Infectious Disease 
Infectious Disease and Vaccines 

November 15 at 7 pm 
Rev. Charlie Beem 

Topic to be announced 
Fishers of Men
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coming events
W E D N E S D A Y  

A P R I L

18
S A T U R D A Y  

A P R I L

28
T H U R S D A Y  

M A R C H

22
Bishop Walkabout 

at St. Alban's 
7pm

Bishop Election 
Convention 

Bethlehem, PA

Health Series with 
Beverly Gabriel 

7pm
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Holy Week at 
St. Alban's

Holy Wednesday
Noon  Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers

Maundy Thursday
7:30pm 

9:00pm

Holy Eucharist and Footwashing 

Vigil: Keeping Watch

Good Friday
6:00am 

9:00am 

7:30pm

Vigil: Keeping Watch 

Stations of the Cross 

The Liturgy of the Day

Holy Saturday
9:00am 

7:30pm

Morning Prayer 

The Great Vigil of Easter

Easter Day
9:00am Holy Eucharist
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Bethlehem seeks 
a bishop!

The Rev. Canon 

Kevin D. Nichols

The Rev. Canon 

Ruth Woodliff-Stanley

The Diocese of Bethlehem will be electing a new diocesan 

bishop this Spring. The nominees for the Ninth Bishop of 

Bethlehem are The Rev. Canon Kevin D. Nichols and The 

Rev. Canon Ruth Woodliff-Stanley. 

We hope you will join us on Wednesday April 18th for a 

Bishop Walkabout here at St. Alban's! The nominees will 

come to meet you, the members of the diocese, as well as 

answer questions. For more information, please visit 

www.stalbansepiscopal.org/walkabout



With the Easter Vigil 

and the excitement 

for Easter morning, 

the depth and 

emptiness of Holy 

Saturday before the 

resurrection is often 

ignored or forgotten. 

May this collect 

serve as a reminder 

of Christ's time 

among the dead.
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praying the 
seasons

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, 

as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid in 

the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we 

may await with him the coming of the third day, 

and rise with him to newness of life; who now 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.


