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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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"The hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for such the Father seeks to worship him."

John 4:23

Summer is often the time in our lives when 

things slow down a bit. Perhaps there's time 

for a vacation, or time with family, or more 

time in the evenings or weekends as events 

and activities take a break for the summer 

months. I hope and pray for you that this 

summer is a time of refreshment for you, a 

time in which you may relax, to de-stress, 

to find joy in the quieter moments and in 

lovely weather. 

At St. Alban's, we're going to try to provide 

a space for an opportunity in which your time  

of refreshment and joy might coincide with a time of prayer. Starting on Tuesday, June 5th,

spoken Morning Prayer will be offered in our Chapel on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:00am.

This service, part of the Daily Office within the Book of Common Prayer, has long been a

part of the tradition of Anglicanism and the Episcopal Church. It is a service deeply rooted in

holy scripture and the language of our tradition and prayers. In less than thirty minutes,

Morning Prayer is a wonderful service that offers both simplicity and depth in our prayers and

allows us to gather before God and begin our day in praise of him. 

As we give thanks to God for the times that change and the joys of this upcoming summer,

come and give Morning Prayer a try on Tuesdays and Thursdays!



Baby bottle 
campaign
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Mary's Shelter is a nonprofit organization whose

mission is to provide services to pregnant women

and women with infants who are in need of a

supportive environment. 

  From Mother's Day (May 13th) to Father's Day

(June 17th), St. Alban's Outreach is participating

in Mary's Baby Bottle Campaign.  This fundraising

event benefits the shelters wide range of services

for its clients.  Those services include temporary

housing, counseling, parenting classes and

coordination of prenatal care, formal education,

future housing and budget counseling.  The

campaign asks that you fill a baby bottle with your

l 

  

loose change.    Also, an anonymous donor will match 25% of all donations from May 12 -

September 13 toward the Shelter's technology initiative.  So the value of that loose change just

became worth so much more.   

Mary's Shelter offers services to the

community as well.  The Berks Diaper

Bank was piloted in 2016 with 15 families

enrolled.  The program now provides

services to 155 families.   

Mary's Shelter also provides food,

clothing, diapers, formula and furniture to

the community focusing on pregnant

women and women with children under 5

years old.  

Additional services
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In February, Mary's Shelter moved to their new

37,000 ft. location at 615 Kenhorst Blvd.,

Reading with 20 bedrooms for mothers and

their babies.  Previously, they only had the

capacity to assist 9 women and their newborns. 

The new facility serves not only Berks,

but Schuylkill, Montgomery, Chester, Lehigh

and Lancaster counties as well.  

  

  

Please visit 
www.marysshelter.org 
Facebook 
Reading Eagle article dated Feb 27, 2018 
www.readingeagle.com

More Information

New location

Please fill your baby bottles
and return by Father's Day,

June 17!
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Psalm 31: 1-5

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 

righteousness.  Incline your ear to me; make haste to 
deliver me.  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me 

safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.  Take me 
out of the net that they have secretely set for me, for 

you are my tower of strength.  Into your hands I 
commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O 

Lord, O God of truth.



the learning 
center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I  

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO  This month we will be learning about the planets and animals that live and grow on the farm, and

the season of summer.  We will also take a journey into outer space and learn about the different

planets in our solar system.   

In language arts, the sight words are seventeen, eighteen, and pink.  We will begin reviewing all

letters in the alphabet.  In math, we are discussing the numbers 18, 19 and 20, the color pink, and

reviewing the shapes.  In science, we will explore animals that are born and hatched and magnets.

 Please continue to practice with your child their first and last name, address and phone number. 
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Curriculum



June Bible Verse:  Everyone who calls on the

name of the Lord will be saved.  Romans 10:13 

Week 1:  Paul and Barnabus 

Week 2:  Paul Goes to Prison 

Week 3:  Review 

Week 4:  Review 
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Christian Education

Our Year-End Program will be on Tuesday, June 5th at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary of the church with

light refreshments to follow in the learning center. 

We will be having our annual “Donuts for Dad” on Thursday and Friday, June 14th and 15th during

morning drop off.  The children can enjoy a donut with their daddy on either of these 2 mornings. 

Our current program will end on Friday, June 8th and our summer program will begin on 

Monday, June 11th.   

We still have openings for our summer 2018 and fall 2018-19 programs.  If you know of anyone

looking for a preschool for their child (ages 3-5), please tell them about our wonderful preschool

program! 

God Bless, 

Rindy Foltz 
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photo journal

Paper Bag Sermon

Flea Market May 2018

Pentecost 2018 

Bishop Walkabout at St. Albans

Baptism
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coming events
S A T U R D A Y  

A U G U S T

4
S U N D A Y  

J U N E

10
Our next Flea Market 
with St. Alban's sales 

7am-1pm

First Summer 
Schedule Sunday 
Worship @ 9am

Rose Window of the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St. Alban, England 

F R I D A Y  
J U L Y

20
St. Alban's Night 

at the Fightin' Phils! 
7pm
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adoring God: 
the words 

of Alban
Alban, our patron saint, was not a Christian for 

very long. His conversion, which occurred in 

Roman England during the third century, came 

only one day before he died -- a martyr's death, 

sheltering the priest who taught him the faith 

from the authorities who sought him out. And 

yet, in that short time, Alban seems to have 

accepted and known a mature faith, or at least 

that's how we are led to believe his story. 

I often marvel at Alban's faith, at his ability to 

express so succinctly and well his belief in the 

true and living God who created all things. Many 

of us spend decades trying to best understand the 

God in whom we believe, to know God more 

fully, to trust in God more deeply. Alban seems 

to have gotten it down right away! So what 

exactly was Alban saying in this famous quote of 

his?
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The word that stands out to me in Alban's quote is adore. The rest seem to 

reflect things we already do or already know. We worship God when we 

gather in God's name in prayer and giving thanks, especially in our assembled 

community on Sundays (but also in many and various ways in other times 

and places). We know God is true and living because Christ told us that he is 

the way, the truth, and the life. In Acts, 

St. Paul says that in God "we live, and 

move, and have our being." And we know 

God is our creator from the very beginning. 

All of these things are part of who God is 

and how we have come to know God. God 

is worthy of our worship because God is 

living, true, and has created the world 

around us. 

But what about "adore"? Is is simply a 

synonym for loving God, or worshiping 

God, or thinking good things about God? 

Perhaps. But those qualities do not fully 

help us know the adoration of God, which 

the Catechism in the Book of Common 

Prayer lists as a type of prayer that Christians offer to God. Adoration is the 

lifting up of the heart and mind to God, asking nothing but to enjoy God's 

presence. Like in the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayers, adoration is a 

wonderful beginning of our prayers before God, as we lift up our hearts that
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they might be in the presence of God. We adore God more so than anything 

else, for God is the source of our joy and of the blessings of this life. And our 

life itself knows no greater experience than to be in the presence of God our 

creator. Perhaps you've felt it -- a small chill here and there during your 

favorite hymn; the gratitude when you see your loved ones smile; the 

sensation of knowing that there is something greater than ourselves, our God 

who created us and loves us dearly, even if those 

sensations are sometimes few and far between. 

Taking a cue from Alban, I would encourage 

your prayers to begin with adoration, to pray 

that God might give you the joy of Alban, of a  

young and devout believer who came to know 

Christ for the first time, albeit ever-so-briefly 

in this life. May you, like millions of other  

Christians, lift your heart and mind to God so 

that you might have Alban's courage, Alban's 

faithfulness, and Alban's love of the true and  

living God who created you and all things. 

Thank God for Alban, who can teach us much  

about the adoration of God and how to remain 

steadfast in our faith, even unto death.  

+
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praying the 
seasons

Almighty God, by whose grace and power your holy 
martyr Alban triumphed over suffering and was faithful 
even to death: Grant us, who now remember him in 
thanksgiving, to be so faithful in our witness to you in 
this world, that we may receive with him the crown of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Alban's feast 
day is June 
22nd. We 
remember 
him on that 
day with this 
collect:


