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 "You have heard that it was said, ‘Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I tell you, love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, that
you may be children of your Father in
heaven." Matthew 5: 43-45
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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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Greetings, friends!
 
This month, as we celebrate our nation's 
independence and the many freedoms we are 
afforded in our country, I am reminded of how 
the Christian faith and tradition has considered
freedom as a gift from God for our mutual 
benefit. Freedom as a Christian virtue is 
almost impossible to talk about without 
knowing that it is woven together with 
Christian service -- as the Collect for Peace 
in our Morning Prayer states, "O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to
know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom."
 
As Americans, we are given a great range of freedoms -- of speech, of the press, to
assemble, and to petition our government, among others. As Christians, we add to
that list a sense of service, that we are free by our own choice to live in such a way
that loves both our God and our neighbors. Paul says it best in his letter to the
Galatians: "do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become slaves to one another."
 
I am grateful for both senses of freedom in my life -- both as an American and as
one who has been made free through Christ. And both of these freedoms make me
ask, "how am I using these freedoms?" May God who has made us free through
Christ Jesus ever continue to call us into love and service.
 
Grace to you and peace,
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witness to peace and reconciliation
On July 13th, we commemorate the life and work of
Conrad Weiser.  I'm sure you know the name.  A local
school district is named for him as well as Camp
Conrad Weiser and Weiser State Forest.  Did you know
that he also is listed in the Great Cloud of Witnesses for
the Episcopal Church?  In the introduction to the
collection, it states that the purpose is to recognize
individuals who have made significant contributions to
our understanding of our calling as the Body of Christ
within the complexities of the twenty-first century world
without making a statement one way or another on their
sanctity. It serves as a family history, identifying those
people inside and outside the Episcopal/Anglican
tradition who help us proclaim the Gospel in word,
deed, and truth.  

It is that last sentence that really says it all. Conrad Weiser died almost 30 years before
the Episcopal Church was established in America. His faith, love and respect of all
people, and dedication to living together peacefully are qualities that continue to be
relevant today. He was indeed a witness to peace and reconciliation.
 
 
We commemorate Conrad Weiser on July 13, the date of his death in 1760.  He was born
in Germany and came to the British colony of New York with his father as a refugee from
the religious persecution, wars, and pestilence of their homeland.  When he was 16,
Conrad's father sent him to live with the Mohawk, one of the six tribes of the Iroquois,
where he learned the language and culture of the Iroquois.   The eight months Conrad
spent with the Mohawk would have a great impact his life.  In 1729, Conrad and his wife
moved to the Pennsylvania wilderness to what is now Womelsdorf, PA. 
At that time, the colonies were expanding as more Europeans were settling in America.
The Iroquois  were one of the Native American tribes already living on the land.  When
Conrad Weiser settled in Pennsylvania, he had unique skills and an appreciation for the
Native American way of life that were to prove invaluable in his role as an interpreter
and diplomat for Native American negotiations. 
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An Oneida chief named Shikellamy from what is now known as Sunbury, PA became
friends with Conrad after having met while hunting.  In 1732 Shikellamy, acting as an
emissary for the Iroquois nation, requested that Weiser accompany him to Philadelphia
for a council with the providence of Pennsylvania.  The Iroquois considered him an
adopted son the the Mohawk and trusted Conrad so his presence eased not only the
language barrier but also the tension between both sides. This was the beginning of
Conrad Weiser's important role as interpreter and diplomat for the Iroquois and the
providence of Pennsylvania.  
 
 

At the time of Weiser’s
death in 1760, an

Iroquois leader was
heard to remark, “We
are at a great loss and
sit in darkness . . . as

since his death we
cannot so well

understand one
another.”

Over the years, Conrad Weiser interpreted and
negotiated many contracts and treaties for not only
between Pennsylvanians and Native Americans, but
also between the six nations of the Iroquois as well.  It
was through these negotiations that the settlers of
Pennsylvania and the Iroquois enjoyed a lasting peace
until the outbreak of the French and Indian War.  Many
historians credit Conrad Weiser for the Iroquois siding
with the British during that seven year conflict. Conrad
Weiser's respect and appreciation for the Native 
American people showcased his Christian beliefs.  While not a popular point of view,
Conrad's lifetime dedication to living peacefully and respecting with those from another
way of life was how we as Christians should strive to live.
 
Conrad Weiser's success in diplomatic relations with the local Iroquois is one of his
greatest achievements, but there was much more to his life.  He was also a family
man, a successful farmer and businessman, and was also  active in his community
and local government.  
 
Conrad began his life in Pennsylvania as a farmer as most pioneers did.  As need and
opportunity arose, he also worked as a tanner, merchant, soldier, and held various
government offices.  He was a justice of the peace, magistrate and long time judge.  
 He, along with Richard and Thomas Penn, mapped out the town of Reading and later
contributed to establishment of Berks County.  
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Hebrews 12:28Conrad Weiser was a man of faith.  His spiritual journey reflects his exploration and
continue dedication to understanding what it meant to be a Christian. Growing up in the
Lutheran tradition, Conrad continued in the local Lutheran parish when he came to
Pennsylvania.  Soon after, Conrad met Conrad Beissel who was forming a religious
community in nearby Ephrata that came to be known as the Ephrata Cloister. During this
time, Weiser explored the Beissel's teaching of contemplation, preparation and
discipline. While Conrad remained a member for several years, he lived there for less
than two.  He was also involved with the Moravians for a time, but returned to his
Lutheran roots becoming a teacher and minister there. He was a founder of Trinity
Lutheran Church, Reading, in 1751.
It seems appropriate that during the month of July when we celebrate our country's
independence that we also honor Conrad Weiser's contributions to the beginnings of our
country.  As Episcopalians we also honor him as a man faith that can still teach us how
to live a Christian life today.

Conrad Weiser's Homestead, Womelsdorf, PA
A National Landmark
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Hebrews 12:28



the learning center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO
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Happy Summer, 
We have been busy planning a new
summer curriculum and have a great
program in place.  Mr. Softee will be
visiting the school in July and in August to
bring ice cream cones for the children. 
We have weekly Splash Days planned
and fun themes such as:  Let's Go To The
Beach, Let's Go to the Farm, SACLC
Olympics, The Wonderful World of Walt
Disney, and more.  We are all excited to
try some new ideas and generate some
interest to boost our summer program in
years to come.
 
 
 

I am busy learning a host of things in my
new role as Head of School.  I have been
working closely with Father Dennis and
together we have updated the Facebook
page and launched a new website!  Check
them out at:  saclc.org for the website and
St Albans Learning Center for Facebook. 
We are also working on a new logo for the
school and have updated all forms that are
included in our enrollment packet to include
the St. Alban's shield.  The goal is to convey
the school is a ministry of the church and
update the information being presented to
current and prospective parents.
The children made a huge get well card for
Father Jeffrey and it was hand delivered by
Miss Amy.  He was delighted that we were
thinking of him and loved seeing the
children's work.
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We had our end to the year program on
June 13 and it was a huge success.  The
church and hallways were filled with
parents and families celebrating their
child's achievements for the year.  The
children sang 7 songs and those
heading to kindergarten were awarded a
certificate of completion for preschool.  I
lost count how many parents came up to
me or other staff members praising the
school, the staff, the curriculum, and all
we do for the children.  The Learning
Center ministry is alive and well!  
 
God Bless,
 
Sara Ferguson
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photo journal
Together for
the summer

at 9:00

Father Jeffrey
enoys a visit with

Molly
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Psalm 96:11-12

Let the field be joyful 

and all that is 

therein. Then shall 

all the trees of the 

wood shout for joy 

before the LORD 

when he comes.
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coming events
S A T U R D A Y

A U G U S T

3
St. Alban's

Flea Market
7:00am-1:00pm

F R I D A Y
J U L Y

19
St. Alban's Night

at the Fightin' Phils!
7:10pm

S U N D A Y
J U L Y

28
Painting Party

at SACLC!
10:30am
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praying the
seasons

Lord God Almighty, you
have made all the peoples
of the earth for your glory,
to serve you in freedom
and in peace: Give to the
people of our country a
zeal for justice and the
strength of forbearance,
that we may use our
liberty in accordance with
your gracious will; through
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

This month, let us

pray for our nation

using the Collect

from page 258 in the

Book of Common

Prayer: 


