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Where two 
or three 

are gathered
CELEBRATING THE FEAST DAY OF WILLIAM WHITE 

AND HIS LEGACY ON THE GENERAL CONVENTION
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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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"For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them."

Matthew 18:20
Greetings, friends! 

We're entering into an exciting time in the 

Episcopal Church as yet another General 

Convention is upon us. Every three years, 

folks from all over the Episcopal Church gather 

for a two week conference full of the business 

of the Church, wonderful worship services, 

and fellowship. Decisions made at General 

Convention can have a great impact on the wider 

Church, like approving additional liturgies for our  

common worship, voting in representatives for 

national committees, improving the canons of the Church to meet our changing

world and mission opportunities, and working to be good stewards of our financial

resources with our budget and funds for committees for the next triennium. 

Though it's a very busy time for the deputies and bishops who will be attending

General Convention, it can feel a little distant for those who won't be there in  

person -- so we'll be bringing the action to you! My wife, Megan, is one of the clergy

representatives for the Diocese of Bethlehem, and we'll be in Austin, Texas

(pictured on the next page) starting July 2nd. I hope you follow along with the blog

on our website to hear all about each day's important votes and news. 

With that in mind, there are a few resolutions that could potentially affect our

worship for the better -- let me tell you about them! 
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Resolution C028 -- Amend Canon II.4 

In our tradition, we have a handful of authorized resources for worship. Of course,

the most prominent of those is the Book of Common Prayer (others include the

Enriching our Worship series and the Book of Occasional Services). The BCP is a

great part of our heritage as Anglicans and as those who value common prayer

together with others around the world. This resolution would expand the authorized

resources to include approved books and liturgies from all over the Anglican

Communion. For example, many folks really appreciate some of the language from

The New Zealand Prayer Book, though officially, it cannot be used in our worship

here. A "yes" for this resolution could be a great way to introduce liturgies that would

be new to us but have been crafted from all over the Anglican Communion. 

Resolution A068 -- Plan for the Revision of the Book of Common Prayer 
Resolution A069 -- Engagement with the Book of Common Prayer 
At the previous General Convention in 2015, it was agreed that between 2015 and

2018, the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music (a national church committee)

would consider two options concerning our prayer book: 1) Begin work to revise the

1979 BCP with the goal of having a new BCP (this would take two additional

General Conventions to approve); or 2) Engage ourselves more fully with the 1979

BCP. After these three years of study, the two resolutions that more fully describe

these two options have been proposed. Presumably, one of these resolutions will
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pass, and one resolution will not. If we vote to begin revision, it will still take several

years to have a finished product. We might expect a new prayer book by 2027 --

the beginning revisions most likely would not be completed by 2021's General

Convention, and it takes two General Conventions to affirm a new BCP. That may

seem like a long time, but considering it would be our primary worship resource for

several decades, we want to make sure it's done right! 

If we vote to engage our 1979 BCP more fully, we probably wouldn't have a new

BCP until the 2030s. Both resolutions have merit. It may be time for revision, and

there are parts of our current BCP that are seldom used or often amended by local

practice (for better and worse). However, it would probably be fair to say we

haven't fully lived into the theology of  

the 1979 BCP, especially considering  

how much it changed our liturgies --  

among other things, weekly Eucharist,  

a wonderful focus on Baptism, and a  

Catechism that is woefully underused  

across the Church. 

No matter which resolution is passed,  

it's a good thing for us to consider  

seriously our commitment to the 

worship of God. Keep General  

Convention in your prayers as our  

elected representatives conduct this  

good and holy work!



committee 
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The St. Albans Columbarium was established and authorized by a Zoning Permit issued by the

Township of Spring dated May 5, 1983. It is open to all faiths and operated in accordance with

the “Rules and Regulations for Operation of the Columbarium” located in the church office. The

actual Columbarium is an area that measures 20’ X 10’ and is marked by four marble markers

that are flush to the ground. Within this area are two hundred 12” X 12” internment sites which a

permit no more than two cremains per site. Cremains can be in the form of ashes that are put

directly into the ground or can be in a biodegradable urn. Currently there are 52 sites where

cremains have been interred and 14 others are reserved.   

While this describes the legal usable Columbarium area, the actual site is much larger with the

intent of creating a special garden suitable for reflection, peaceful contemplation and

remembrance of those who are interred. It is a work in progress. At the center of the area sits a

marble font that came from the original church. With the addition of a fence in 2016, it has

enabled a more defined area that has lent itself to the addition of a wooden bench and the

planting of shrubs, flowers and more recently trees. The area had been overrun with quack grass

and weeds and became very difficult to maintain. In 2017 all of the grass and weeds were killed;

some additional topsoil was spread and new grass planted.  

  

Columbarium Committee
Committee: Dan Escher (Chair), Charlie Beem, Charles Dunn, Bill Hughes, Bob Solbach

By the spring of 2018 the new grass was established but will continue to fill in over time. The area

surrounding the fence was edged, planted and mulched. A combination of perennials and annuals

have been used in order to have something blooming spring through fall. 
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The Columbarium is not open the general public. It is reserved for the remains of church

members and those closely associated with St. Alban’s church and their immediate families as

defined in the “Rules and Regulations for Operation of the Columbarium.”  Because this is

consecrated ground, all internments must be conducted by an ordained priest.  A site can be

reserved by contacting the rector and entering into a “Certificate of Right of Sepulture” and paying

the appropriate fee. Fees are set by the Vestry with the recommendation of the Columbarium

committee and go to the columbarium fund. Currently fees are $300.00 for the first cremains and

additional $150.00 for the second in the same site. The purchaser of a site has no property rights

or ownership in the Columbarium, only the right to be interred. The site my not be sold or

transferred for any reason and can only be surrendered to the church via a written request by the

purchaser. 

In accordance with the Zoning Permit, and the desire to keep maintenance at a minimum, there

are no markers, plaques or stones indicating individual sites or gifts. A memorial plaque, located

in the Narthex, is maintained to identify those who are interred in the Columbarium by Name,

Year of Birth and Year of Death. All official records in regards to the Columbarium are maintained

in the church office. These records include the name or names of those who purchased and

reserved a site and the location of that site. Those who have been interred and the location of the

internment along with the year of their birth and death are also included. 

The Columbarium committee’s responsibility is not only maintaining the physical beauty of the

area but also to keep and promote it as a sacred and reverend place in memory of those interred

there. We look forward to improving seclusion and privacy of area as the new planting grow and

mature in the garden area.  It is our hope to keep the area simple but welcoming to current and

future visitors.
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Hebrews 12:28

Therefore, since we 
are receiving a 
kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us give 
thanks, by which we 
offer to God an 
acceptable worship 
with reverence and 
awe.



the learning 
center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I  

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO  

This month we will be discussing the animals that live

in the ocean, beach life, the 4th of July and the season

of summer as well.  The letters being reviewed are Cc,

Dd, Ee, and Ff.  In math, we will review the numbers 2,

3, 4, and 5.  The shapes to be reviewed are the oval,

the triangle, the square, and the rectangle.  In science,

we will explore fish and plants that are found in the

ocean and create an ocean in a bottle. 

PAGE 9 JULY 2018 THE SONLIGHT 

Curriculum



July Bible Verse:  This is the day the Lord has made;

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24 

Week 1:  How to be a Good Friend 

Week 2:  Sin and Forgiveness 

Week 3: Temptation 

Week 4:  Sin Spoils 
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Christian Education

We will be closed on Wednesday, July 4, 2018, in observation of Independence Day.  We hope

everyone has a safe and enjoyable holiday! 

We are almost completely full for our 2018-19 fall program.  Our enrollment is very much like last

year, which is outstanding!  We are in the process of looking for qualified, loving part-time teachers

and teacher-aides to add to our already wonderful team of teachers!  If you know of anyone who is

interested in teaching part-time at St. Alban’s, please let them know we are hiring!  They can go to

the homepage of our website at www.stalbanslearningcenter.com or check out our job post on our

Facebook page!  All resumes can be emailed to saclc1986@gmail.com.  

God Bless, 

Rindy Foltz 
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photo journal
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Psalm 96:11-12

Let the field be joyful 
and all that is 
therein. Then shall 
all the trees of the 
wood shout for joy 
before the LORD 
when he comes.
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coming events
S U N D A Y  

S E P T E M B E R

23
Fall Fest and 
Parish Picnic 

11:15am

F R I D A Y  
J U L Y

20
St. Alban's Night 

at the Fightin' Phils! 
5:35pm

S A T U R D A Y  
S E P T E M B E R

15
Diocese of Bethlehem 
Bishop Consecration 

Allentown, PA
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William White: 
a brief biography

William White was born April 4, 
1748 in Philadelphia,  
Pennsylvania. White received  
his B.A. from the College of  
Philadelphia in 1765 under the  
tutelage of Provost William  
Smith.  Following additional  
study in England, he was  
ordained a priest at St. James’  
Palace, London, in 1770.  

During the years of the American Revolution, White was appointed
assistant to the rector at Christ Church and St. Peter’s Church in
Philadelphia. He was a supporter of the revolution while his rector, Jacob
Duché, turned his allegiance to Great Britain after Philadelphia was
occupied in 1777. By 1779, the British had left Philadelphia, and White
was made rector and appointed chaplain to the Continental Congress
(both positions previously held by Duché). 

Influenced by William Smith’s organizational example in Maryland, White
established himself as a leader in the Diocese of Pennsylvania.  He
published his landmark pamphlet, The Case of the Episcopal Churches
in the United States Considered, which contained his suggestion that all
regions of colonial churches create a small, elected body (or a “general  
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WHITE’S VISION FOR ORGANIZING 
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WAS 
WRITTEN AS AN “OBLIGATION 
[FOR] ADOPTING SPEEDY AND 

DECISIVE MEASURES” IN ORDERS 
TO PREVENT EPISCOPALIANS FROM 

“BEING SCATTERED ‘LIKE SHEEP 
WITHOUT A SHEPHERD.’” 

vestry”) consisting of representatives from several parishes, both clergy
and laity, in order to establish a frame of church government. Similarly,
representatives from these vestries were suggested to meet every three
years in order discuss “faith, worship, and government.” Written in 1782,
White’s vision for organizing the Episcopal Church was written as an
“obligation [for] adopting speedy and decisive measures” in orders to
prevent Episcopalians from “being scattered ‘like sheep without a 

shepherd.’” Many of the
pamphlet’s suggestions
were discussed and
implemented at the first
General Convention of
the Episcopal Church,
held in Philadelphia in
1785. This model
continues in the current
canons of the Episcopal
Church, as individual
dioceses continue to meet
annually for diocesan
conventions, and
representatives from the 

entire church meet every three years for a General Convention. 

Returning to England in 1787, White was consecrated as the first Bishop
of Pennsylvania.  His consecration was the second for an American
bishop within the Anglican tradition but first involving the Archbishop of
Canterbury. As the office of Presiding Bishop was originally a rotating
office according to the location of each convention, White was appointed
as the first Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church for the General  
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Convention of 1789 in Philadelphia. By 1795, the role of Presiding Bishop
was granted according to seniority of consecration, leading him once
again to become Presiding Bishop, a position he would hold for the
remainder of his life. Noteworthy accomplishments during White’s tenure
as Presiding Bishop were the establishment of an American, Episcopal
Book of Common Prayer and creation of the House of Bishops in 1789,
the first consecration of an American bishop by fellow American bishops
in 1792, the adoption of a revised edition of the Thirty-nine Articles to the
1801, the ordination of Absalom Jones, the first black American to be
ordained in a mainline denomination, in 1804, the legislative approval to
form the Episcopal Church’s first seminary, the General Theological
Seminary, in 1817, and the founding of the Bishop White Prayer Book
Society in 1833. The Episcopal Church grew nationally during his tenure,
as White participated in the consecration of twenty-seven bishops
between 1792 and 1835, twelve of whom became the first bishops of
newly-formed dioceses.

The bishop was influential in
educational and philanthropic
ventures in Philadelphia. His
many charitable endeavors were
the result of his recognition of
the importance of offering
religious ministry to a secular
society, as he preached to
General Convention in 1786: 
“Our Savior, from the very
beginning of his ministry, spoke
of the establishment of his
religion, as a spiritual kingdom  
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to be begun on earth: A kingdom, not indeed conducted on the maxims
of worldly policy, yet necessarily involving dominion on the one part, with
obedience and communion on the other.” 

White helped found the Episcopal Academy in 1785, the First Day
Society in 1790, the Magdalen Society of Philadelphia in 1800, and
provided funding for the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb
in 1820. He remained active in the leadership of the College of
Philadelphia, becoming a trustee in 1774, serving as its treasurer from
1775 to 1778, and serving as president of the board from 1790 to 1791.
When the College of Philadelphia became the University of Pennsylvania
in 1791, White remained a trustee of the university until his death. 

William White died on July 17, 1836 and was buried in his family’s vault
at Christ Church. The bishop’s steadfast faith and devotion to the Church
were remembered fondly in a local obituary: “His piety was deep and
unfeigned; his walking humble yet  
dignified; his acquirements profound; in  
his mind the welfare of the Christian  
church was always the prominent  
consideration.” 

His remains now lie beneath the  
chancel of the church, having been  
re-interred in 1870. The Bishop White  
House (pictured to the right), located at  
309 Walnut Street, may be toured by  
visitors as part of Independence  
National Historical Park. He is venerated 
in the Episcopal Church on July 17. 
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praying the 
seasons

Almighty and everliving God,
source of all wisdom and
understanding, be present with
those who take counsel in Austin
for the renewal and mission of
your Church. Teach us in all
things to seek first your honor
and glory. Guide us to perceive
what is right, and grant us both
the courage to pursue it and the
grace to accomplish it; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Below is the scene
from General
Convention in 2015
when Michael Curry
was elected as
presiding bishop. We
pray for the upcoming
seventy-ninth General
Convention with a
collect for a Church
Convention or
meeting, p. 818 in the
Book of Common
Prayer:


