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from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID
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O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind. 
O come, O come Emmanuel, Hymnal 1982 
 
Greetings to you, friends, as we begin a season of expectation, a season of patience, a
season of hope: the season of Advent. 
 
This time each year, we hear from stories that trace back to the time before Christ came
to our earth -- these are the great stories of expectation, especially when we hear so
many familiar words from Isaiah about our king to come, the one who will rally the
nations, the one who comes with power, might, and even gentleness. 
 
Advent is also a season of patience. Even now in early December, the world believes it to
be Christmas already! Christians know that waiting for Jesus is not only a yearly tradition
but the current status of our faith, too. Each Sunday we proclaim that Christ will come
again; we remember to wait with patient hearts, preparing ourselves for Christ's birth and
his coming at the end of the age. 
 
And perhaps more than anything, Advent is about hope! The hope of Christ's promise to
come again amongst us. The hope of God's promise of life now and eternally. The hope
of the nations, that in Jesus we have found our salvation. 
 
Whatever you may feel during this year's season of Advent, I pray that this season brings
you the hope of Christ, for he is the world's true hope, the world's true light, and the
world's true desire. 
 
O come Emmanuel and draw near to us! 
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Christmas around the 
world 
Did you know that there are 195 countries in the world?  Of
those, 160 celebrate Christmas. While we hope for a white
Christmas, sing Christmas carols,light the advent candles,
decorate the Christmas tree and go to the traditional Christmas
Eve service; other countries have different Christmas traditions
and some a quite unique. Here are just a few. 

In southern France, les treize desserts or 13
desserts are part of their tradition.  The 13
desserts represent Jesus and his 12 apostles. 

Christmas in Australia comes during the warmest 
time of year so over 40,000 people head to Bondi beach for
Christmas barbeque.  Another tradition evolved from carols
by candlelight and is now a huge Christmas festival held on
Christmas Eve. 
 
In Sweden people celebrate with a yule log burning in the
fireplace.  This tradition started back in Medieval times
when an entire tree was brought to the home and burned
over the 12 days of Christmas.  
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The Phillippines have the longest Christmas
Celebration.  Decorations, especially lights, are
displayed from September through the
Christmas Season.  They also hold simbang
gabi which is a 9 day series of Christmas
Masses.  

Ukrainians prepare a traditional twelve-course
meal. A family’s youngest child watches through
the window for the evening star to appear, a
signal that the feast can begin.

Christmas at St. Alban's
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by John Taylor
 
“Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas you have been extended on station for thirty days.”
was the message received in early December 1973.  
 
I was a sailor aboard the USS “Seadragon” SSN584 a Skate Class nuclear powered
fast attack submarine from 1973 through August 1976. My duties included operation
of the nuclear reactor and maintenance of the electronic equipment used to monitor
operational characteristics of the power plant.  
 
We were deployed on a classified mission and had been on station since early
November. We were looking forward to spending Christmas on liberty in Japan. At
the time it was a special honor for a nuclear powered vessel to be invited to Japan.
The crew was very excited to be going to Japan and we all looked forward to a
wonderful experience there. Crew moral was the highest it had ever been while I was
onboard the Sea Dragon. We were in the midst of a Christmas decoration contest
and partially completed projects were scattered throughout the boat. These projects
came to an immediate halt. I remember Santa’s sleigh and two reindeer sitting in the
reactor compartment for the remainder of our deployment. (An amazing amount of
creativity and talent had been used to create this marvelous decoration.) 

A Christmas Story

USS Seadragon



PAGE 7 DECEMBER 2018THE SONLIGHT

Moral sank deeper than the boats depth. The lowest point was on the day we
would have broken station in accordance with our original deployment orders. The
decoration creations were replaced with mean spirited gifts to be given to each of
the boat’s officers. On Christmas Eve the gifts were presented. I remember three
of the gifts. An orange rag had been stuffed and sown to resemble an actual
orange. This was presented to Mr. Bryant, whose nick name among the crew was
“Anita”. (Anita Bryant did many commercials for Florida orange juice.) The
executive officer was presented with a model clock with eight hands all pointing to
different numbers on the face. (We had been doing operations that had us
crossing the international date line multiple times. He had insisted on changing the
time to reflect the actual time instead of staying on our original time. The strangest
outcome of this was what meal you would wake up to. I remember going to sleep
after lunch and expecting to wake up to the evening meal; but breakfast was being
served.) The captain was given a imitation riding crop. (This was connected to an
event that occurred when a distillation unit could not be brought on line in time
make a deployment deadline. The captain broke his hand punching a locker in the
engine room.) 
 
The captain then spliced the main brace (Put some medicinal whiskey in the bug
juice); and we had a Christmas toast. Then the captain read the Christmas story.
As the angels sang and the shepherds gathered and the mother and child were in
their glory, peace settled on all those present. This remains one of the most
memorable Christmas Eve moments I have ever experienced. 
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This month we will be learning
about family traditions, how other
cultures celebrate around the
world and gingerbread.  In
language arts, the letters Cc, Kk,
and the sight words are: blue,
star, and the number six (6), last
names, addresses and phone
numbers. 
 
We will be having our annual
Christmas Program on Thursday
12th at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary of
the church.  We will be closing the
center at 5:00pm that day.  
The children will be having their
Christmas party on Friday,
December 21st.  We will have a
special holiday snack, playing
Christmas games and watching “A
Charlie Brown Christmas”. 
 

the learning 
center
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Christian Education

The learning center will be closed on
Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday,
December 24th, December 25th and
Wednesday, December 26th.  We will
also be closing at 3:00pm on Monday,
December 31st and closed on Monday,
January 1st, in observance of New
Year’s Day. 
 
On behalf of all of the teachers at St.
Alban’s Christian Learning Center, we
want to wish everyone a safe and
enjoyable holiday! 
 
God Bless, 
Rindy Foltz 

 John 3:16

December Bible Verse:  
For God so loved the world, that He

gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not

parish, but have eternal life.  

Week 1:  Advent 

Week 2:  Jesus is Born 

Week 3:  The Three Kings 

Week 4:  Review 
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Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in

a manger.”  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on

earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
Luke 2: 11-14
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photo journal

Paper Bag  
Sermon

For children of  
all ages!
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Outreach
provided 80
mini turkey

meals for
children at
Tenth and

Penn
Elementary

School

Early
Worship 
Service
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Thanksgiving
Service 

with  
Father Jeffrey

Outreach
donation of

hats and
scarves to

CHAMPS at
Southern

Middle
School
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coming events
M O N D A Y  

D E C E M B E R

24
Christmas Eve 

4pm Family Service 
8pm Holy Eucharist

with full choir

T H U R S D A Y  
D E C E M B E R

6
St. Nicholas visits 

St. Alban's Christian 
Learning Center!

T U E S D A Y  
D E C E M B E R

25
Christmas Day 

9am Holy Eucharist
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praying the 
seasons
The blessing for
use during
Christmastide is
one of the most
memorable in the
Anglican tradition:

May Christ, who by his Incarnation
gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with his joy and
peace; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.


