
S
A
I
N

T
 
A
L
B
A
N

'
S

 

S
I
N

K
I
N

G
 
S
P
R
I
N

G

V
O

L
U

M
E

 
T
H

I
R
T
Y

-
O

N
E

 

I
S
S
U

E
 
F
O

U
R

 

A
P
R
I
L

 
 
2
0
1
8



PAGE 2 APRIL 2018THE SONLIGHT

in this 
month's 
issue

3 FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK
The Rev. Dennis J. Reid

4 KAJO KEJI
Terry Taylor, Editor

8 THE LEARNING CENTER

10 SPRING FUNDRAISERS

11 COMMITTEE FOCUS: ALTAR GUILD
Peggy Odom

14 COMING EVENTS

17 PRAYING THE SEASONS

15 DOWN THE ROAD
EASTER MESSAGES FROM OUR BISHOP NOMINEES16

PHOTO JOURNAL13



from the rector's desk
THE REV. DENNIS J. REID

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Oh the Easter Acclamation -- how wonderful it is to hear these sacred words after 

the long season of Lent! They echo the deepest and most sincere truth of the 

Christian faith, that though he died on the cross, Jesus Christ lives! 

When we hear these words, both throughout the Easter season and in the 

acclamation in the Eucharistic prayers, let us remember the subtle truth they tell -- 

Christ IS risen. Why present tense? Why not Christ WAS risen? Didn't it happen 

one time, in the past? Indeed Christ died once, for all, but his resurrection has a 

much greater impact even if it occurred only one time on the very first Easter. For 

God's time works differently than our time -- God is outside of our time yet entered 

into our time and world by being born into our world. When Christ was raised to 

resurrection life, it meant that all life was now changed, that though he died once 

in a specific place and time, Christ conquered the power of death for all of those 

who had died, all those who died in his time, and all those who will die after him. 

That Christ IS risen means that the impact of his new life is forever ongoing, 

always true in this and every present moment. Christ is eternally alive and risen, 

for that is the truth of resurrection life. Had he simply been resuscitated, he would 

die again. But we know and believe that he is risen, never to die again. 

The greatest truth of this Easter season is that Christ died and was raised for you, 

for me, and even for the whole world. May we always rejoice and sing "Alleluia!" 

for his saving grace and precious resurrection life, a life he shares with you this 

very moment. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
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Kajo Keji
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South Sudan

Every week during Prayers of the People, we pray for our companion Diocese of Kajo Keji.  I 

searched a variety of sources on the internet and this is an overview of the conditions there.  

  

South Sudan became an independent nation in 2011. Kajo Keji is south of the capital city of 

Juba and only a few miles from the Ugandan border. Since December 2013, the country has 

been engulfed in a bitter civil war.  Late 2017, fighting intensified in Kajo Keji resulting in 98% 

of the civilian population fleeing. The fighting was so intense that the 10 humanitarian 

organizations that were assisting IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons) were forced to 

suspend operations and relocate.  Many of the people fled the country into nearby Uganda. It 

was during this time that the Diocese of Kajo Keji also evacuated into nearby Moyo Uganda.  
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Uganda has taken in over 1.3 million refugees from 

South Sudan's civil war. Rt. Rev. Emmanuel Murye 

of the Diocese of Kajo Keji in the last newsletter 

posted for the diocese in September 2017 cited 

four major concerns for those in refugee camps 

and IDPs. 

1.  Spiritual Restoration 

2.  Trauma among the Refugees and IDPs 

3.  Education 

4. Inadequate health facilities 

  

APRIL 2018

In an article published by Africa News, Bishop 

Murye moved to Uganda to be with those who 

need his spiritual leadership.  He is shown 

above as he leads Sunday worship under a tree 

in the Palorinya Refugee Camp that is home to 

185,000 people.  He also helped to secure the 

release of many prisoners of war.  The Bishop 

continues to regularly go back into South Sudan 

to arrange transport of food and other aid to 

those IDPs who hide in the forests around Kajo 

Keji.  

World Food Progam's website states that 6 

million people, half of the total South Sudanese 

population, don't know where there next meal 

will come from.  This relief organization and 

others bringing much need aid into the region 

must look for small windows of opportunities 

when it is safe for workers to get food and 

medicine to those who are in desperate need.

 UNICEF reports that 51% of South 

Sudanese children are not in school. In a 

recent Diocese of Bethlehem newsletter,  

New Hope ran a campaign to purchase 

books for students now living in Uganda's 

refugee camps.  

To read the full article on Bishop 

Murye from Africa news, it can be 

found at 

www.africanews.com/2018/01/09/ 

the-bishop-who-helps-south- 

sudanese-refugees/ 
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Diocese of Bethlehem 

Diocese of Kajo Keji 

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

UNICEF - United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund 

IOM - International Organization for Migration  

WFP - World Food Program 

ICRC - International Committee of the Red Cross

Organizations with more information on  South Sudan

 I encourage you to learn more about this 

situation through your own research and to 

prayerfully consider how you can support our 

friends in our companion Diocese of Kajo Keji 

in this war torn country. 

In January, 2017, the Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe 

wrote "I ask you to pray for all of the people of 

Kajo Keji, and to consider making a donation to 

a relief fund that will help to buy much-needed 

food and medicine for members of the diocese, 

and allow Stephen to travel to the refugee 

camps where many of the children of the 

schools we sponsor in Kajo Keji are now living." 

UNHCR website states that as of Dec. 2017 

only 34% of their refugee operation for South 

Sudan has been funded. 

Relief organizations are not only taking 

care of the immediate needs of the 

refugees but also looking to the future. For 

example, the ICRC has installed solar 

power to keep generators running to pump 

clean water from a deep bore that 

ultimately can provide water to 15,000 

people.    

Other relief organizations are providing 

training, equipment and seed to help those 

returning home grow food so they can 

better support themselves over time.
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17Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to 
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with 
the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told 
them that he had said these things to her.

John 20: 17-18



the learning 
center

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  MOIRA  TAKAHASH I  

BY  SAOR I  SH INJ IRO    

This month we will be learning about the 

season of spring, the changing weather, 

and Earth Day.  The color is yellow, the 

shape is diamond, the numbers 14 and 15, 

and the letters Nn, Qq, Uu, and Ee.  Math 

activities should revolve around the color 

yellow, the shape of the diamond, 

identifying objects that are same/different, 

and identifying long and short. 

In Science, we will discuss Earth Day and 

things we can do to save our planet, what 

causes rain, and the water cycle.  The 

children should have some opportunities to 

observe and discuss the changes 

happening outside. 

The sight words for April are fourteen, 

fifteen, yellow and diamond.   
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Curriculum



April Bible Verse: 

 You are the light of the world.  Matthew 5:14 

Week 1:  Jesus goes to Jerusalem, Mary and 

Martha 

Week 2:  Make Way for the King 

Week 3:  Washing of Feet and the Last Supper 

Week 4:  Easter Story and Ressurection 
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Christian Education

We will be having our spring fundraiser 

on Wednesday, April 18th at 10:00am. 

 We will be having “Animaland” coming 

to the center.  The children will have the 

opportunity to make their own stuffed 

animal.  This is very much like “Build-A- 

Bear”.  We also are doing a Yankee 

Candle fundraiser in time for Mother’s 

Day.  If anyone from the church is 

interested in participating in this, you can 

pick up a packet.  We have extras in my 

office.  All orders and money are due no 

later than Monday, April 9th.  We are 

hoping to use the profits from both 

fundraisers to help us purchase some 

new playground toys, a wireless speaker 

and some new puzzles.  We are also 

planning to do an “chick hatching” project 

where we get fertilized eggs from a farm 

with an incubator.  The children will get 

to see the chickens hatch out of their 

eggs.   We hope to fund this project with 

the profits from the fundraisers. 

God Bless, 

Rindy Foltz 
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They’re back!!!!! 

Special Order Gift Cards 

Starting April 1st running through April 

22nd.   

Place your gift card order to your 

favorite merchant. 

Do not see the the merchant you want 

listed, just see tthe master list.  Order 

forms and the  master list will be on the 

table in the narthex.   

Once ordered it takes about 1 to 2 

weeks for  the cards to come in.  If you 

have any questions,  please see Pam 

Rahmanian or call me at 610-926-9111. 

Hungry??? 

Friendly’s Fun Night is around the corner This 

May will be our first restaurant fundraiser. 

Watch for the date in our May newsletter.  It 

will be held at the West Lawn Friendly’s, hope 

to see you there. 

Saturday, May 5 

Saturday, August 4 

Saturday, October 6 

Questions:  Robin Lewars 484-425-664

Combined Flea Markets



committee 
focus:

The Altar Guild
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What is Altar Guild ? According to  the Episcopal Dictionary. 

A volunteer group of the parish whose ministry is to care for the altar, vestments, 

vessels, and the altar linens of the 

parish. Altar guild members prepare the sanctuary for services, and clean up 

afterwards. Altar guild members 

frequently supervise the decoration of the sanctuary of the parish flowers. 

Where does this all take place? 

In the Sacristy, which is located in the halls behind the altar, where we are 

blessed to have a very spacious room.  
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We will always welcome new members to join us. Please consider 

joining us I believe you will find this a 

rewarding Ministry. 

Peg & Greg Odom 

 We have four teams (each team gets one 

week a month) to prepare to set up the Lords

table for communion, fill the candles, polish 

the silver, clean the linens. We enjoy our 

friendship, as we do 

our tasks. We also take care of Father 

Dennis, as we lay out his vestments for 

services. 

Decorations for the church holidays is always

a busy time,  Not only does the Altar Guild 

members also 

creative members of our parish share their 

time and talent. Which is greatly appreciated. 
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photo journal

Wednesday Bible Study

Maundy Thursday Foot Washing

Health Series with Beverly Gabriel

Blessing the Palms
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coming events
W E D N E S D A Y  

A P R I L

18
S U N D A Y  

M A Y

20
S A T U R D A Y  

M A Y

5
Bishop Walkabout 

at St. Alban's 
7pm

The Day of Pentecost 
with Holy Baptism

St. Alban's 
Flea Market 

7am
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down the road...

Health Series
This fall, our own Rev. Charlie Beem will 
offer a lecture on chemical dependency 

and opioids. In what is becoming a 

growing health crisis in our state and 

nation, we hope to shed some light on 

the situation and learn what we need to 

know moving forward.

General Convention
Every three years, representatives from all 
across the Episcopal Church meet to 

conduct the business of the church. This 
year, General Convention is in Austin, 

Texas. Fr. Dennis' wife, the Rev. Megan 

Dembi, is one of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem's deputies. Dennis, Megan, 

and Lydia will all travel to Texas for this 
year's Convention.

Bishop Consecration
Mark your calendars! The Ninth Bishop of 
Bethlehem will be consecrated 

September 15th 2018 at First Presbyterian 

Church in Allentown. All are encouraged 

to attend this joyful celebration!
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Easter Messages from 
our Bishop Nominees

The Rev. Canon 

Kevin D. Nichols

The Rev. Canon 

Ruth Woodliff-Stanley

At the Easter Vigil we emerge from our wilderness 

journeys. On the edge of our personal deserts, we 

see a distant city. Our exhaustion is palpable. 

Our emotions raw. Our entire being cries 

out,“Thank you Lord”. We have finally arrived to a 

new place. An unimaginable place and all that we 

held to be true is now tested. We've awakened to 

new truths. The Wise Ones were right. We 

couldn't have taken the simpler route, we had to 

go through it. What has your Lenten journey 

taught you? 

One moment claims this day. He is not there, 

dead in the tomb. He rose. Death could not keep 

him. He is alive. And you and I bear witness.Death 

does not win. That changes our reality. If Christ 

lives, then torture does not win. Disease does not 

win. Poverty nor oppression nor violence wins. 

Disaster, tragedy, despair do not win. Deception, 

greed, hatred do not win. This is the moment of 

our exploding ovation. Hope in the face of despair. 

Love has won. Jesus lives. And so, therefore, 

must we. We must live beyond every fear, every 

horror, every evil, every loss, every 

estrangement.The tomb is empty. Our whole 

world’s turned upside down.



From at least the 5th 

century, the Exsultet 

has been chanted at 

the Easter Vigil. A song 

of praise, the word 

"exsultet" comes from 

the first word of the 

prayer in the Latin rite: 

exult, or rejoice. Below 

is one of many 

memorable quotes 

from the prayer.
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praying the 
seasons

"How wonderful and beyond our 

knowing, O God, is your mercy and 

loving-kindness to us, that to redeem

a slave, you gave a Son."


