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introduction
Rachel Held Evans' introduction to Inspired tells a semi-biographical tale of
some of her questions when approaching the Bible.  Her thoughts are a
wonderful invitation to our own questions, some we may have asked aloud
before and perhaps others we haven't had the courage to ask. Regardless of
whether or not we've interacted with the Bible as much as Rachel did, at least
some of its stories captivate and confound us. As Rachel writes, "Like it or not,
the Bible has cast its spell, and we are caught up in the story." But how we tell
and interpret that story is important for all Christians to consider. People are
often surprised in Bible Study to read passages they thought they'd known
well only to be surprised by what the actual words really say! Similarly, how
the Bible is used in worship or in the tradition of the Church has often come to
mean more than what it actually says. But truly to engage the Bible is to
wrestle with it, to question it, to come to know it as messy and wonderful and
confusing and lovely. As we read through Inspired, I invite your questions, your
frustrations, your joys, and most importantly, your involvement.

 
Questions to consider

Which parts of the Bible draw you in the most? What genres do
those passages fit into?
What does it mean for something to be "biblical"?

-i.e. biblical teaching, biblical marriage, biblical values
How have you become inspired in reading and hearing scripture?
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the temple
The Temple is a fictitious imagining of the prophet Haggai's childhood. At
this point in history, the people of Israel are in exile, scattered after the
siege of Jerusalem in 597 BCE and the destruction of Solomon's Temple in
587 BCE. Many are held captive in Babylon (present-day Iraq). It is here
that we enter the story, with the young Haggai out in the streets enjoying
a festival in celebration of the Mesopotamian god Marduk. Haggai's
parents are crestfallen at his excitement, and instead tell him their origin
story, their genesis, the story of their people, the story of creation. Haggai
would later play a part in the construction of the new temple in Jerusalem
after Cyrus the Great allowed the Jewish people to return from exile.
 
Questions to consider

How does this fictitious story add to the real history of these
events?
What does it mean to be created in God's image?
When it comes to worship and a home for God and God's people,
how important is physical space like a temple or church?

1: origin stories
Questions to consider

Why are our origin stories so important to us?
What should we make of the fact that multiple ancient cultures
have flood narratives, some even before the Noah account?
Are fact and truth the same thing?
Is it ok for a faith community to have different interpretations of
the Bible?
When have you wrestled with God and/or the Bible? Have you
emerged better off for it?
The Israelites in exile had everything taken from them except
their God. How would Christianity in America survive if that were
to happen here?


