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The Well; 2: Deliverance Stories

The Well
In The Well, we have Rachel's clever account of Hagar's story as if it were told
by Hagar herself. This short chapter takes away many assumptions of how we
remember and read stories from the Bible: that the characters might act as
we'd think they would, that they wouldn't challenge acceptable social norms,
or that they might have the audacity to speak to God or of God how Hagar did.
Indeed, Hagar's naming of God was quite remarkable. Though God had many
names like El Roi that served as descriptions of God (the God who sees), the
Israelites were forbidden from actually speaking God's proper name.
Containing four Hebrew letters, the name is יהוה. In English, we have come to
know this name as Yahweh. 

 
Questions to consider

How might you describe Hagar as found in this chapter?
What was it like to read the "other" side of this story, with
Abraham and Sarah almost portrayed as the villains of the story?
What other characters can you think of in the Bible whose story
might be very different if we heard it from their perspective?
Why were names so important then and now? 
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2: Deliverance stories
Questions to consider

Why are stories of deliverance so important? What are people
being delivered from?
If God loves everyone, how can we faithfully say that "God's
preference is for the underdog?" (p. 40)
What keeps us from seeing our own privilege?
RHE challenges her readers to "encounter familiar passages in
striking environments." (p. 43). When has this resonated with
you?
How might you describe the wilderness with God to someone
who hasn't experienced it?
The people of God often name places and things after having
encountered God. What names are most important to this
community? Does anyone know why we're named after St.
Alban?
Jesus came to fulfill the Law, not abolish it. Why do you think
Jesus sounds so different from parts (but not all!) of the OT?
RHE suggests that what we bring to scripture and what we want
it to say will often win out. How can we read the Bible not for
what we want it to say but for what God is showing us in it?


