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The debate
Keeping with one of the popular themes of the book, The Debate is a modern-
day retelling of the story of Job in the form of a short screenplay. Presumably,
this Job's wife is killed in a car crash by a drunk driver, and Eli, Bill, and 
Father Z (named after Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) try to make sense of it all.
Job's story is one of theodicy, which is the study and question of how the
existence of evil and suffering can be justified with the existence of a good,
benevolent, and omnipotent God. Questions of theodicy often surround the
topic of what God is doing and/or who God is when "bad things happen to
good people". Job's lunch partners all represent common answers to these
kinds of questions: that even bad things happen for a reason that only God
knows; that Job (or his wife) were punished for their sins; that as sinful people
we must repent and turn back to God. None of these explanations, though,
seem to be entirely satisfactory. Instead, as in the biblical Job story, God
intervenes at the end -- not so much with answers to the questions but with
the assertion that he (or she!) is God -- the God who created everything that is.
God's questioning of the real Job (and Job's responses) may be found in Job 38-
43.

 
Questions to consider

So...why do bad things happen to good people?
What does it mean to be a good person?
If we are good people, are we in need of redeeming? Why?
Do you identify with or agree with Eli, Bill, or Father Z?
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4: Wisdom stories

Questions to consider
"The aim of wisdom literature is to uncover something true
about the nature of reality in a way that makes the reader or
listener wiser." p. 96.  What does Job's story tell us about the
nature of reality?
Who are some of the wisest people in your life? What qualities
makes them wise?
Is there purpose in suffering? In pain?
What are we meant to do with multiple "biblical views" that  
 contradict each other?
If the Bible isn't an "answer book," how else might we describe it?
The Psalms have resonated with the experiences of so many
people, especially Jesus. When in your life have you turned to the
Psalms, and what did you find there?

 

"Whoever regard suffering and trouble in their own life as something wholly
hostile, wholly evil, can know by this that they have not yet found peace with
God at all."
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
 
"the Son of God...suffered unto death, not that men might not suffer, but that
their suffering might be like his, and lead them up to his perfection."
George MacDonald
 
 


