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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
When we read and listen to scripture, there are a variety of things that may be accomplished. There are lessons that enlighten us, 
comfort us, assure us; others evoke a sense of awe and wonder; others bring peace. 
 
Sometimes, scripture tells a story, our history and where we've come from. Still other readings offer wisdom, poetry, and appeal to 
our sense of beauty and reason. 
 
Today's Gospel lesson seems to go in another direction than any of those. Instead, it seems not to bring us comfort but to nudge 
us out of our comfort zone. To abide with us not because it makes us wonder but because it's like a pesky pebble in our shoe that 
we can't seem to get rid of. It reminds us of a greater truth to be sure, but it also alarmingly confronts us with that truth. 
 
Yes, today's is one of those great Gospel stories that challenges us, almost demanding a response. That asks a question of us 
without actually asking a question. That compels us to make a choice that isn't really much of a choice. 
 
Jesus was really good at telling that kind of story, that even if we'd prefer the easier, comfy stuff, Jesus sometimes does the 
equivalent of ripping off the training wheels, dropping us right in the middle of traffic, and saying 'don't worry, you'll be fine.' 
And before you know it, when you just thought you came to church to hear some of those nicer Bible stories, you're faced with a 
choice to act on. 
 
That choice comes as a result of two statements that Jesus makes to his disciples: 
"No slave can serve two masters." 
"You cannot serve God and wealth." 
 
This is also one of those lessons in the Bible that might make us think "he wouldn't have said that if we didn't need to hear it." And 
while in theory, we may not think this could ever be a problem -- we who come to church to worship God, to enjoy fellowship 
with other people who believe in God, and even meet God in the Eucharist -- in practice, it is not always so cut and dry, and we are 
left very truly asking the question that Jesus so clearly implies: 
 
"Who or what is the master of my life?" 
 
For all of the places in our faith where we excel in finding a middle ground or embracing the gray areas between extremes, this 
question doesn't seem to allow for any of that because there really can't be more than one answer. Jesus says that if we do try to 
serve two masters, we'll either hate one and love the other or devote our lives to one and despise the other. He's right, you know. 
After this particular story of the dishonest steward, the two masters are God and wealth, but really, it could be just about 
anything, and the people of God have been trying to make this choice for quite some time. 
 
Even all the way back to Moses and the Israelites, this has been a real question. Down came Moses from the mountaintop, tablets 
in hand, and the first two commandments he brings back with him are: 
 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 
and 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
 
For the Israelites, it got very real very quickly. Just the slight thought that God had left them made them create such a false god in 
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the idol of the golden calf. And like the Israelites, we are a people called to be faithful to God through a life of service, love, and 
worship. But those are terms that do not always apply to God -- they ought to, of course, but there are many times when we serve, 
love, and even worship other things in how much of our time they take up in our lives, how much of our energy is devoted to 
them, and how our decisions are made because of them. Be it our phones, jobs, sports, clothes, you name it -- even though some of 
these things can be good, when we put so much emphasis on them, so much value on them, and begin to define ourselves through 
them, we've basically re-made the golden calf all over again because we've put something else in the place that only belongs to God. 
 
Jesus tells the story of the dishonest steward to make the point that the thing we, perhaps, most often put in the place of God is 
wealth. For many, this is the greatest desire in all of life -- to be rich, to have abundant resources, never to have to worry about 
money again. But these are not qualities guaranteed by wealth. Wealth would make a lousy master because to serve, love, and 
worship wealth would probably drive us crazy. If we were truly servants of wealth, we would then obey its commands on our lives 
-- like always trying to obtain more of it, accumulating it but hiding it away so as never to be generous with it, constantly worrying 
about it, and never being free of it. It would affect our behavior, and you can almost hear this anxiety in the words of the steward 
when his source of wealth is threatened: "what will I do?" And so he makes his choice, and he actually does some pretty amazing 
things -- he is generous, he is creative, and he befriends others. Yet each of these is only for his own benefit, self-serving, that he 
might find this wealth again: 
 
He is generous that he might be noticed. 
He is creative that he might earn praise and benefit from others. 
He befriends his master's debtors -- imagine being indebted to wealth! -- out of a sense of opportunity, that he might receive 
something in return. 
 
Too often, it is easier simply to live for the sake of our own desires, to preserve a false sense of security through accumulating 
wealth, and even, like the steward, to convince ourselves that it's something we do, a course of action we put into place, that will 
send us to our eternal homes. 
 
Instead, we have been called us to a different way of living in this life: to a life of faithful stewardship as servants of the living God. 
In this way of life, instead of wealth ruling over us and bearing down on us, we pray that the Holy Spirit might "in all things direct 
and rule our hearts." Instead of becoming a servant of wealth, we believe that there is a perfect freedom in serving and knowing 
God. And then we see that how we live changes, that instead of looking only to our own interests, it is then our choice: 
 
To be generous because it is better to give than to receive. 
To be creative because we have been given gifts by the God in whose creating image we've been made. 
To befriend others out of love, and to reach out to those who cannot repay such kindness. 
 
We, too, have been called to be stewards, caretakers of what has been entrusted to us by our master. And the greatest thing that has 
been entrusted to each of us is the gift of our very lives -- our lives in which we are constantly presented with choices to make, 
choices that will either serve ourselves and our own interests or choices that will serve God for the sake of God's kingdom and our 
neighbors. 
 
As we get closer to our season of stewardship, how we answer this question of serving is up to us -- that is our freedom from God -- 
but the question does require an answer. There are any number of things that we could choose to serve in this life, but if we are 
searching for something to take the place of God in our lives, we will never be able to stop searching -- we cannot serve God and 
anything else. So what will it mean in my life and in yours to be a faithful steward of what God has given to us? Who or what will 
we choose to serve? 
 
Amen. 

 


