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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
If your family was anything like mine growing up, everybody pitched in to do some of the chores. As a boy, these 
chores didn't always seem like very useful or worthwhile things, but Mom and Dad were in charge, and therefore, 
there were things for me to do. I was supposed to mow the lawn. I was supposed to sweep and mop the kitchen 
floor. I was supposed to make my bed. Some of them made more sense than others, but because I was "supposed 
to", this was always a good enough reason to do all the things they asked me to do. 
 
Now we, as the people of God, have God as our Father, and throughout the history of the people of God, we may 
have felt the same way on occasion, that we also have things that we must do because God our Father has asked us 
to do them. The Bible is full of interesting and even questionable things that, at one point or another, the people of 
God are "supposed" to do. Some of these we still abide by today because Jesus taught his disciples to follow a specific 
example, like footwashing or sharing Holy Eucharist; or Paul taught the early churches how they might live 
together, and we've understood those commands to apply to us as well. Elsewhere, there are many laws that we no 
longer hold onto with the same consistency. There are laws that are kind of like the equivalent of making your bed 
as a kid: maybe we have a hard time understanding why they're important, but they were still in our best interest, 
and we're still supposed to follow them, anyway. 
 
Like not eating shellfish, for example. Seems arbitrary, but when you think about it, maybe it just wasn't a good 
idea to eat warm lobster in the middle of a hot desert. At least manna from heaven doesn't give you tummy trouble. 
 
Or "do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material." I can tell you right now that plenty of vestments and 
clergy attire fail to meet the standard of this law -- and sure enough, that may be one of the explanations of where 
that law came from originally. Some of the vestments for the high priest in Israel were supposed to be the only 
garments made from two different kinds of material -- in this case linen and dyed thread -- and they were meant to 
be separate and set apart for these holy garments only. So, the materials from which clothing was made may not 
have had a strong correlation to a moral standard, but at least the rules weren't simply arbitrary, either. 
 
It wouldn't be incorrect to say that Israel was bound to some of these laws and regulations because, at the time, it 
was what was best for them. One biblical professor even describes Leviticus as "God's love letter to Israel" because 
God cared so deeply for Israel that God gave all of these laws for their best chance at living a good and godly life. 
 
I bring all this up because we come to another one of these kinds of examples in scripture today, but this time in the 
New Testament, with the early church also trying to figure out what they're "supposed to do." 
Often times, just like some of the Old Testament law examples, Jesus gives his followers specific advice and 
commands because he's pretty sure they're going to encounter circumstances in their communities that will require 
them. And, as anyone who spends a lot of time with family, or a bunch of people at work, or hey, even in church, 
knows, life as a community can be hard! Think of all the other things Jesus asks us to do because of living in and 
around other people -- forgiving someone 70 times 7 times; turning the other cheek also when we are hit on the 
first; praying for our enemies and those who hate us. The list goes on. 
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But the main reason we keep Christ's commandments to this day (or at least try to) is that Jesus always told the 
truth and always acted out of love, which, without mentioning it explicitly, is what he talks about today. To love 
our neighbors is not to be in conflict with them -- or perhaps more realistically, not to remain in conflict with them. 
Conflict is a natural part of the human condition, but when we have conflict, we are to act in the open, with honest 
words motivated by love for our neighbor. Jesus lays out a good blueprint for what to do in the case of church 
conflict, but it's the bigger picture that's even more important here.  Jesus sums up the law and the prophets and the 
teachings of what all of Israel knew to be true when he said "love God with all your heart, soul, and mind; and love 
your neighbor as yourself." Godly love is what we must strive for, and because we know God the Father, we know 
what love is like. Because we are witnesses to Jesus Christ, we have seen how love works in this very world to which 
he came. And because we have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are led each day in living a life bound by 
love. 
 
To be sure, that's the hard part about living in community, discerning how to act in love. When there was a specific 
law for lots of things, the world was a little more black and white. Do this, don't do that, make sure you eat this 
food, don't even think about wearing this shirt, etc. These were laws that served a purpose for how to live, and 
Christ came into the world not to show us that these were wrong but to fulfill their intent, to continue that same 
relationship that was established through covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and then in Egypt at the 
Passover, then through the prophets, then finally in these last days through a Son, for he is the very embodiment 
and complete fulfillment of all the law and of God's love. And then he asked us his followers to continue what he 
taught. He knew that his time here on earth physically would not last forever, and so he first gave Peter the keys to 
his Church on earth, and then in what we've read today, will end up telling the rest of his followers the same thing. 
That's where we come in. We are under the same command, for just as he told to Peter and the disciples, he tells the 
Church now: what we bind on earth is bound in heaven, and what we loose on earth is loosed in heaven.  
 
Jesus, then, has put the ball in our court. The things we do out of love on earth will ring true out of love in heaven 
as well, because love is of God. But this works both ways. If we loose or get rid of love, or bind things in hatred and 
malice, those too will stay with us because we will have bound them to ourselves.  
 
Our tradition reminds us quite often of the ways in which we are bound. So perhaps we might hear Jesus' words 
another way as well: those things to which we are bound on earth will be the things to which we are bound in 
heaven. At our baptisms we pray that, through the sealing of the Holy Spirit, we are bound to God's service -- so, 
too, will this be true in heaven. In the older rite of the Eucharist, we remember that it is "meet, right, and our 
bounden duty" to give thanks to God at all times and all places -- so, too, will this be true in heaven. And when we 
pray for the saints who have died, we recall that they are now drawn more closely to God, and it is our hope that we 
will be bound together with them by the love and communion of the Holy Spirit in an eternal fellowship of love -- 
so, too, will this be true in heaven. 
 
There are even more examples scattered throughout the Book of Common Prayer and the Psalms, though I imagine 
all of us could think of a few examples where we are bound in our own lives -- to our friends, our loved ones, our 
children, our spouses. It would seem that Jesus knew, that, for all the things to which we are bound and connected 
in this life, we are most often bound to one another, which means we will always have plenty of opportunities to 
put the love he commands us to have into practice.  
 
And so we do -- we live into the calling of being disciples of Jesus by loving him and loving our neighbors, knowing 
that we are bound both to him and each other in the same perfect love that binds the holy trinity of God. As we 
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start this year together, let us be bound to one another in love in all that we do. Let us consider each day, each 
ministry, each relationship, and even each moment as an opportunity to think to ourselves "in what I bind today, is 
it out of love?" and "in what I am loosing today, am I getting rid of those things that separate me from God?" Each 
day and each moment truly is the time to consider these questions, for as Paul wrote to the Romans, we owe each 
other nothing save for the love of God -- and we know when that must happen, for "now is the moment for [us] to 
wake from sleep," and now is the time "to put on the Lord Jesus Christ" that we might follow where he leads to love 
God and to love one another as he has loved us. 
 
Amen. 


