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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I have to tell you that it is a joy to be back here with you all after two weeks in Texas and the 79th General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church. For two weeks, 2,000 people from across the Episcopal Church gathered to 
conduct the business of the Church, to worship God in wonderfully various liturgies, to enjoy fellowship in the 
midst of breaking bread together and bragging about our parishes back home, and to sit through loads of meetings 
and committee hearings. And for pretty much those whole two weeks, I've missed you and this place. 
 
I've missed the rhythm of what happens here at St. Alban's -- I've missed the folks who come in and out of here 
several times a week, be it setting up for exercise class, knitting some prayer shawls, signing checks, attending 
meetings, playing music, teaching young children, and worshiping God. You'll notice all of those are active things -- 
exercise, knitting, teaching, playing, worshiping. Those are the things I've come to miss. And I've missed them 
because they are the true life of this parish and the life of the Church -- to be moving, to listen to where the Spirit has 
called us and then to go and do it. 
 
That's not to say that kind of thing wasn't happening inside the Austin Convention Center. There was more Church 
stuff than I knew what to do with! Did you know there is a ministry in the Episcopal Church that partners with 
farmers to produce locally-sourced wheat for communion bread so as to cut down on our carbon footprint? And that 
generally, communion wafers travel an average of 4,000 miles to get to their final destination? I didn't either, but 
now I do. That's just one of the dozens of booths that filled the marketplace, and around them there was also 
something new to look at, to read about, to listen to -- at times I couldn't help but think "wow there's so much going 
on here." 
 
It was a very busy two weeks, and the fact that General Convention only happens once every three years almost 
requires it to be a busy time. Now having been home and having time to reflect on it all, I've wondered about the 
importance of it all. A lot got done at this convention -- the first steps towards a new Book of Common Prayer have 
begun (though it will still be a while until we have one). An equal marriage rite for all people and the whole Church is 
now available in every diocese. We welcomed back the Diocese of Cuba into the Episcopal Church after five decades 
apart. You can read more about all of this on our website if you'd like. 
 
And yet, for important as the business of the Church is, I left General Convention with mixed thoughts. Some of you 
have heard me say that most things have a virtue side and vice side. Too much of anything in either direction may not 
always be a good thing. This 'rule' can even apply to the Church and its business. The virtue side is all the good work 
that was done -- General Convention strives to bring Episcopalians together to better equip the Church to live into 
the mission of God; to pass resolutions that create ministries and programs in parishes across the country and world 
that feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, and share the light of the Gospel. It is the official mouthpiece of 
the Church, so if you want to know where the Episcopal Church stands on an issue, the hard work of discernment 
towards such a stance is down in committees and votes at convention. And it is where the budget of the Church is 
passed -- a budget that has specific focus areas of racial reconciliation, care of creation, and evangelism. The Church 
did good and virtuous work for these two weeks in Texas. 
 
So where's the vice, you might be thinking? If General Convention did great work for the Church, how could that be 
a bad thing? On the surface, it isn't a bad thing. I'd go again if given the opportunity because it's often how a lot of 
important decisions are made for the sake of which direction the Church chooses to go. However, the vice side to 
something like the business of the Church is when the business of the Church becomes more important than the call 
and purpose of the Church. It's not like this happens all the time, but it's an easy temptation to slip into. For 
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example, with all the talk about prayer book revision, once we decided not to start a comprehensive change this year, 
I saw quite a few reactions on social media that thanked the General Convention for "avoiding the catastrophe that 
surely would have come afterwards." The more I heard things like this, the more I couldn't help but think of how 
quickly we sometimes begin to put our faith and trust into our institutions before we put our faith and trust in God 
-- that the Church will be saved if we vote a certain way or choose to do certain things. Of course, as we all know, the 
Church already has a Savior, and it's not a convention, a set of rules, and certainly not ourselves. 
 
It is Christ Jesus who is the cornerstone, and he has built a household of the Church on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets -- the household that God promised through David. That household exists for many reasons, 
but at its core, the Church exists not to keep ourselves busy or to pass resolutions but to be Christ's body here on 
earth because through him we live and move and have our being. Christ's body is joined with him in the mysteries of 
Baptism and Eucharist and sent out in his name into the world to love God and our neighbor. More than any 
business, more than any vote, more than any convention, that's our purpose, to align our lives with the life of Christ 
in everything we do. 
 
Sometimes that can be an easy thing to forget -- so much so that outside of "I am the Lord your God", the next on the 
list of commandments reminds us of how important this is -- "you shall have no other gods before me." It's something 
the people of God need to hear again and again because even Church business can become an idol, that we think it as 
important as the God which that work glorifies. Even good things can become idolatrous. I think the real temptation 
here is to think that we've done any of this alone or that we can do anything without God's help. Were we to have any 
doubt of this, holy scripture brings us back to the truth of the matter -- this morning with God's reminder to David, 
showing him where God has taken him from the beginning:  
 
I took you out of the pasture. I have been with you wherever you went. I will make for you a great name. I will make 
you a house. I will raise up your offspring after you. I will establish his kingdom. I will be a father to him. 
 
Elsewhere in our scriptures this morning, we hear the Apostles eager to tell Jesus of all the good they've done -- to 
brag about the business of the Church they've been doing, if you will. Yet just moments later, they will see real 
eagerness -- the desperation of those who are sick and want to come even near Jesus with the hope of being healed. 
Austin, Texas had the feel of this lesson. Inside a comfy and cool convention center, 2,000 people rejoiced and gave 
thanks at the work of the Church, spent money on Episcopal trinkets, and paid for an over-priced slice of pizza at the 
food court. All the while, the unhoused and homeless of Austin slept outside, trying to find shade wherever they 
could on days that reached 100 degrees. I left Texas of two minds -- that this good business of the Church is 
important, but that the ministry and work of the Church is our mission. It isn't our mission to sit in vestry meetings 
(even if we have a great vestry!) but to make a reality those things which a vestry plans for by helping the need in our 
area. It isn't our mission to increase our bank accounts -- it's our mission to be good stewards of financial blessings 
and then to spend and give that money responsibly for the building up of God's kingdom and to those who cannot 
provide for themselves.  
 
This is the ministry I'm excited for, I'm very thankful to be home and back here with you that we can continue in this 
good work of living into God's mission together. Yes, there will be plenty of time for meetings and even chances to be 
like the Apostles and reflect back thankfully on all we've done. But let us also remember the eagerness and 
faithfulness we've heard in Mark's Gospel or that we see in our community all the time -- both that we are called to 
search after God eagerly and that others' lives are marked with an eagerness for food, for safety, for help, for health, 
and for our God. May we be mindful of the eagerness of many in our world as we continue our business, fellowship, 
and worship here, and may we always remember to look to him who is our cornerstone, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
shaping our lives after his that we live into his mission here on earth. 
 
Amen. 
 


