
 
1 

The Rev. Dennis J. Reid 
A Sermon for the Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year B | John 17:6-19 
St. Alban’s Church, Sinking Spring, PA 
May 13 2018 
 
In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Were you to travel to the Holy Hill that is Virginia Theological Seminary, you'd find many women and men striving to 
follow Christ, to be trained for ministry in the Episcopal Church, and to be seeking many things. You'd find them in the 
Chapel seeking comfort, solace, and worship as they pray the office, practice with the choir, or simply dwell in silence to 
listen for the still small voice of God. You'd also find them in the Refectory seeking fellowship and a good meal -- 
Refectory is just the fancy-church word for "cafeteria," so there you'd find them breaking bread around long tables 
where there was always room for one more to join in. You'd find them in class seeking knowledge, or out playing 
football on the lawn seeking touchdowns, or making the daily pilgrimage to one of our favorite buildings, the Welcome 
Center, seeking yet another cup of coffee. And though there are many unique places you might find seminarians, there's 
another place where you might find them most often, a place where they spend most of their time, time seeking answers, 
seeking wisdom -- the library. 
 
You see, you read a lot in seminary. And then when you're done all of your reading, you write about what you've read -- 
and then you read some more! But it's all part of the experience, and that routine that becomes second nature, those 
moments of being surrounded by holy knowledge and wisdom is all part of something much bigger -- it's part of how 
students learn in seminary, and more importantly, it's part of how disciples are formed everywhere -- by seeking 
something else, by spending hours and hours in the search for truth and the good news of Jesus Christ. At VTS, the very 
entryway of the library tells the tale -- by the front door, you can't miss the quote on the wall: "Seek the Truth, Come 
Whence it May, Cost What it Will." It is the ethos that can be found on every page of every book, it is at the heart of 
many a prayer uttered in the Chapel, it is present in the love and fellowship when brothers and sisters in the faith share a 
meal together, and it must ring true in the hearts of all who follow Christ -- that to seek the Son of God is to seek him 
who is the Truth. 
 
But now our world has a strange relationship with the idea of truth, because "truth" as the world knows it seems to be 
anything we want it to be. To seek the truth is no longer a straightforward exercise, or perhaps it never was. Either way, 
what we may normally think of as "truth" is seemingly a rare occurrence today. Every day requires vigilance and 
discernment to figure what is real and what is fake. I wonder if this was the case for Jesus and his disciples the way it is 
for us today, because today the line between true and false has been so blurred to the point that it's as difficult as any of 
us might recall to tell what is real and what is not. What are we to do in times like these? What are we to make of stories 
we hear, or articles we read, or pictures we see when our first instinct now is to wonder whether or not it is genuine? The 
sources of our information are biased in every direction possible and more so than ever. Today, our technology and 
other capabilities are such that we can produce content, data, statistics, and just about anything else we want and we can 
make it tell any story we want. And if that's what now passes for truth in the world, the world has either failed 
completely to seek out real truth, or all of us in the world just enjoy hearing only those things that agree with our 
sensibilities, as if that's all the truth really is -- I'm not sure which is worse, but neither is what Christ asks of us when we 
go into the world to seek truth. 
 
No, instead Christ prays that his closest followers will be sanctified in the truth, made holy by the truth, set apart and 
sent into the world to bear witness to the truth. The truth is not just what we want it to be in any given situation. The 
truth is not subject to manipulation and the confusion between real and fake. The truth, as Christ reminds us, is the 
word of God. And in God's word is power -- in God's word is love -- in God's word is action -- and in God's word is life. 
 
That's what real truth looks like, and that is the truth for which we must seek. Hear what it is like -- that those who 
meditate on the word of God-- 
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are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
everything they do shall prosper. 
 
That's from the first Psalm we read together today. Others have described reflecting on the word of God to be like 
digging a well that deepens and deepens, that the more one does it, the more water can be drawn when needed. Still 
elsewhere, Jesus talks about those who hear the word which he has given to be like those who build on a strong 
foundation of rock -- a foundation that can withstand the winds, the floods, the rains, and whatever else comes. 
 
This is what he has told them all along, and that is what he prays for them when he knows that his time with them is 
drawing to a close. He knows that he cannot give them advice for every situation, and we, too, know that the Bible 
doesn't really work as an instruction manual for perfect living -- there's plenty of things scripture never mentions no 
matter how much we hope it might. But what the word of God does do is reveal the truth of God in ways that will 
continually surprise us, continually bring us joy, continually help us grow in our discipleship and love of God, and 
continually inform how we discern what is real, life-giving, genuine, and good in our world -- and what is not. 
 
"Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth." I pray that we, too, will be sanctified in the truth, that we, too, will 
allow the truth of God and not the truth of this world inform what we do -- that when we, like the disciples, face the 
difficult moments of trying to figure out what is true and what is false, we might first think "where is God in this 
moment?" or "Is the love of God present here?" or "in how I participate in this, am I seeking the truth of Christ or only 
my own will?" Remember that Christ prayed this prayer for his disciples not only that they might be protected as they 
go out but also that they might keep his joy within them -- for to seek the truth and find it is to be know the complete 
joy of God. It is Christ's hope that they might bring his love to every place they go, for through that love the world will 
know that they are his disciples. And it is Christ's hope that they would reveal his holy truth to all whom they 
encounter. 
 
So in your life, when you are seeking to follow Christ, when you are seeking God in the Chapel that is St. Alban's, or 
seeking nourishment in the Refectory that is your kitchen, or seeking fellowship with those who are your family and 
friends, coworkers and parishioners, and even complete strangers, in all that you do and all that you seek, may your 
hearts and minds be sanctified in the truth for the sake of Christ's Gospel. May you discern at all times and all places 
what is true, what is genuine, and what in this world witnesses to the love of God. May you be blessed with the struggle 
and weight of bearing with the truth, especially when it is difficult, for it is a holy responsibility that Christ's followers 
have been given. May you seek truth each day by immersing yourself in the word of God, that word that will be a lantern 
to your feet and a light upon your path. And may you seek the truth, come whence it may, cost what it will -- because 
the world is too dangerous for anything but truth, and too small for anything but love. 
 
Amen. 


