
 
 

1 

The Rev. Dennis J. Reid 
A Sermon for Easter Day and the Baptism of Reid Keller Thomas 
St. Alban's Church, Sinking Spring, PA 
April 1st 2018 
 
In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
One of my favorite exercises for youth groups or young confirmands who were getting ready to confirm those things 
that were promised for them at their baptisms was to get them thinking about what they believe. For people who are 
new to the faith, or are young and come to Confirmation as a bit of a blank canvas, it's good to reflect with them about 
the some of the core beliefs of the Christian faith. And if one of the best ways to learn is by doing, I've found success in 
asking them the following: "how would you describe the core beliefs of the Christian faith to someone who's never 
heard of Christianity?" 
 
This was usually followed by silence, no one wanting to go first. But eventually, the first answers came in -- someone 
would say something about the fact that Christians go to church, or Christians are nice to people and do good deeds, 
and there's typically something said about the Ten Commandments followed by everyone in the room vigorously 
nodding in agreement because that was something that everyone remembered from Sunday School! 
 
Then, as the conversation continued, someone would finally say something about Jesus. If I was lucky, one hopeful 
confirmand might make mention of the fact that Jesus was born on Christmas. If I was really lucky, they might mention 
that he was crucified on the cross. If I was exceedingly lucky, someone would mention that he suffered in his Passion to 
fulfill the scriptures, was crucified by the order of Pontius Pilate and the powers of the day, was laid in a tomb bought 
by Joseph of Arimathea, descended to the dead to bring salvation to those who had died before him, was raised by God 
in a miracle of the Holy Spirit on the third day so that the powers of sin and death would no longer have dominion over 
him and that because he lives, so too we shall live in the same resurrection life promised to those who believe in him and 
have been baptized into his death. That would have been a great answer… 
 
And yet, if and when that kind of quality answer was given to the original question, some in the room would scoff. "If 
we're really telling this to someone who's never even heard of Jesus, why would they believe us? They'd think we were 
fools." And when Easter Day happens to fall on April Fools' Day, we might even be inclined to agree with them! Even at 
the first Easter Day, there were many who thought that Jesus' resurrection was a trick -- that this itinerant preacher 
faked his death to stage a resurrection in order to gain more followers. Yet as we will surely remember from Holy Week, 
and as Thomas and the rest of the disciples soon after learned, we have seen his scars. We have heard his cries of anguish. 
We have witnessed to his final breaths. And most importantly, we are witnesses to an empty tomb, to confused, amazed, 
terrified and awe-filled disciples who knew for sure that there was nothing fake about this miracle of God's own doing. 
 
And yet, many do believe Christians to be fools on this day, that what we do here in our Easter celebrations is a waste of 
our time. That nothing actually happens after we die. And many have thought Christians to be fools dating back even 
into the early church in the ancient world. St. Paul has quite a bit to say on the matter, actually -- to the Corinthians he 
wrote that he and his fellow ministers were fools for Christ's sake, and that "the message about the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God." And then he wrote "for God’s foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength." When my young confirmands were 
concerned about being fools in the eyes of others, I always told them the same thing -- that there have been many who 
came before you who were called the same thing. Some of them were even put to death for it. But all of them have been 
promised life in Christ Jesus. If we are fools for Christ, we are in very good company. 
 
So yes, even if we are fools in the eyes of the world, we believe what St. Paul wrote, that the cross and resurrection of 
Christ are not foolishness but the power of God conquering the ways of sin and death. This is the faith into which we 
are baptized, that the Son of God took on human flesh to live and die as one of us -- that God in Christ was crucified on 
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a cross and raised to resurrection life on the third day -- that Christ now reigns in glory in heaven, seated at the right 
hand of God -- that Christ destroyed death once and for all that we might share in his reign and his life. That is the truth 
of this joyful day, that is the truth of this blessed life, and for each of us, it is the truth of the love that God has for us, a 
love that triumphs over sin, fear, and death. 
 
And that is what young Reid will be baptized into in just a few moments. Reid, I can't tell you how appropriate a day 
this is for you to be baptized! The feast of our Lord's resurrection -- a day when we celebrate and rejoice at the greatest 
act of love and mercy and grace that God has ever given to the world -- and April Fools' Day -- a day when you, like St. 
Paul, the apostles, and all the saints who have come before you, have become fools for Christ's sake. And as we said 
earlier, you are in terrific company. Everyone here today will reaffirm the same vows that will be made for you, and 
everyone here today is taking on the holy responsibility of showing you what it's like to be a member of our not-so-little 
band of fools. And each of them also knows something that you're about to know -- that we cannot do this without 
God's help. But the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus will answer you when you cry out to 
him, will guide you as you walk in his ways, will form you into the person he is calling you to be, and will listen when 
you pray, even if you think it's foolish. And before you know it, you'll be ready to make all these statements for yourself! 
May God bless you with his presence and prepare you for the life of the baptized. 
 
So on this holy day, let us give thanks for Reid, the newest member of the Church of God. Let us give thanks for those 
who have come before us and passed on to us this same faith that we are baptized into. And above all, let us give our 
praise and thanks to God for the gift of Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord who this day took on resurrection life 
for our salvation.  
 
Amen. 


