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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
A few weeks ago, Megan and I were down in Lancaster in what was a rare day out for us -- her folks were watching 
Lydia, so we decided to get out of the house and explore a bit. At one point, we found ourselves near a Christian book 
store, and, never missing the opportunity to add some books or artwork to our collection, we stopped in. 
 
This place had everything. Bibles for every age, every translation, men's Bibles, women's Bibles, teenage Bibles, every 
Bible you could think of. It had a music section with more modern Christian CDs than I realized even existed. It had 
Vacation Bible School curriculum, extra wafers if your church was running out, vestments, choir robes, mugs, pens, 
pencils, books, tshirts, everything. If you can imagine any product with a Bible verse, this place sold it. 
 
And then we got to the wall art section. There was Jesus in every imaginable outdoor setting. Jesus by the calm waters. 
Jesus with a fluffy white sheep. Jesus in the hilly countryside. Jesus holding little children. Jesus getting tan in the 
sunshine. Alright -- maybe not that last one, but you get the idea. It wasn't really our cup of tea, and I'm pretty sure we 
were both thinking "man, it sure would be great if just once you could buy a painting of Jesus with a whip flipping over 
the tables in the Temple." I'd buy that art in a heartbeat. 
 
But alas, the depiction of Jesus in these kinds of pieces of art are typically placid -- the nice, meek, gentle Jesus that we've 
probably come to expect. The mild-mannered Jesus with flowing brown locks and a serene smile. It's almost always the 
easy-going and tender Jesus -- and really, that might be the Jesus we want, but I'm not sure that's the Jesus of the 
Gospels. 
 
Now yes, there are wonderfully compassionate moments in the Gospels where Jesus is understanding, moved with pity, 
loving, and caring. But where it is easy to be mistaken when it comes to the personality of Jesus -- and the mistake made 
in most of the pieces of art we saw -- was that Jesus was "nice." Or "unassuming." Or "subdued." Or "easygoing." Or at 
least not in the way that we often think about these terms. Many Christians are under the impression that to be a 
Christian simply means that we ought to be nice, though not only does Jesus not suggest this, it often leads to more 
problems than it does niceness. For example, if all we're trying to do is be nice, it might be harder to tell a hard truth to a 
friend or a family member. If all we're trying to do is be nice, we might begin to feel guilty the moment we feel anything 
other than happiness, especially with how we show it on the outside. If all we're trying to do is be nice, we might end up 
having a really hard time saying "no" to anything because we don't want to upset anyone. 
 
Certainly none of those qualities befit the Jesus whom the Church knows and believes to be the Son of God. For the 
Church proclaims Christ crucified, he who was a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles. But Jesus 
always told the truth, even when it was difficult or led him towards the Passion and the cross. Jesus felt plenty of 
emotions other than happiness, and he wasn't afraid to show it. And Jesus said no in many circumstances when it was 
called for. Instead of "nice," it would be much more accurate to say that Jesus was "kind," "merciful," or "compassionate." 
 
But even those emotions and traits didn't stop him from feeling the full range of human emotion, as we've seen in 
today's Gospel from John. We must remember -- Jesus was in every way as we are, yet without sin. So often, when we 
read passages like this one, where Jesus becomes zealously angry because of the money changers and those making his 
Father's house of worship into a marketplace, we assume that an outburst of emotion might be sinful -- that Jesus really 
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needs to control his temper, or that somehow, showing emotion would, for some reason, be unbecoming of the Savior of 
the World. This has become as common as the nice, pretty pictures in the Christian bookstore -- an unrealistic and 
inaccurate portrayal of Jesus. 
 
So then what do we do with this Jesus? Why is it especially important that the Son of God is also he who flips over the 
tables and drives out the marketplace? Because it's ok and even an encouragement to us that Jesus was fed up with a 
profane system, so much so that he took drastic action. At that time, the Temple and the religion of the time required 
sacrifice. That being the case, those in charge got creative and ensured that only a specific kind of coin could be used to 
purchase animals. When crowds of people came to worship and sacrifice, they had to exchange their money for the right 
coins, and those who changed them took a cut of the profits. It's like getting your money exchanged at the airport -- 
there's always a price to it. Furthermore, all of this is happening inside the Temple, a holy place reserved for holy things 
and holy people. Instead, it became a marketplace. Think about it this way -- we just had a tshirt and sweatshirt sale here 
at St. Alban's. Now imagine if we only sold them during Communion, added extra fees on the side because we could, 
and you all were required to buy them in order to worship in the right way -- we'd all be outraged, right? And wouldn't 
that outrage be appropriate? However that might make you feel, I'm pretty sure none of us would be "nice" about it. 
 
Instead of settling for a "nice" Jesus, I hope we hear the word of God today as a reminder of both the complexity of our 
humanity and the range of Jesus' actual emotions. His frustration at the Temple was for the sake of righteousness, that 
even if that was the established system of the day, Jesus is very capable of calling us to something different from the 
status quo. Jesus is always calling the Church to newness of life, both spiritually in our hearts and, sometimes, physically 
in our buildings and how we do things. You all heard that call and built a new building a few years ago for the sake of 
the mission, ministry, and worship of St. Alban's -- maybe we'll hear Christ's call again to renew other things, too. In the 
Temple, it meant a big change to the normal practices of the day, and instead of a building, his disciples then saw his 
body as the true Temple, one that was raised so that they might believe in him. When Christ calls his Church to new life, 
it too will mean change in one way or another. Let us also believe in him as his first disciples did, remembering his words 
and hearing his call to newness of life, even if it takes us to a place or an emotion that we might not expect. 
 
Amen. 

 


