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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
We're getting ready here for the beginning of Lent and Ash Wednesday this week, but before we do so, we still have a 
little bit of Epiphany to finish. For many, Epiphany is a favorite season, as we tell again the many stories of Jesus first 
being made known to the world before then transitioning into many other firsts for him -- his baptism, his healings, his 
preaching, his teaching. And we who know Jesus' story have known the the kind of story that it would be from nearly 
the very beginning of Luke's gospel narrative -- as you'll recall from way back in chapter two, Luke tells us the story of 
Simeon, the holy and devout man who was promised by God that he would see the Messiah -- God's chosen -- before he 
died.  
 
And of course, Simeon does see the Messiah. One of Jesus' firsts is going to the temple to be presented, for it is written 
that "every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord." As Jesus is brought into the temple, Simeon saw him 
and offered praise to God. He took Jesus in his arms and gave his now-famous words: 
 
"Lord, you now have set your servant free *  
    to go in peace as you have promised;  
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *  
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:  
A Light to enlighten the nations, *  
    and the glory of your people Israel." 
 
We listen for these words in lots of different settings in Epiphany, and Christians have been reciting these words in our 
prayers ever since Simeon's time because we have come to know their hope over and over again. Like Simeon, we 
celebrated the coming of the Savior in this season, that God has looked upon creation and sent Christ Jesus as its one 
true light. There is real excitement in these words, they set the tone for Epiphany as a joyous time, and every time we say 
his words, it's almost like we're encouraging along God's very hopes for Jesus -- "Yes, Lord! Do what you will 
accomplish!" -- if we could ever be so bold. And so the Epiphany story begins, the hopes of the nations set upon the 
shoulders of a tiny infant. 
 
But we who have known this story's beginning also know that there's more to it than that. In fact, Simeon's words in the 
temple continued. Ominously. The scene goes on -- Mary and Joseph are amazed at what Simeon had said and even 
received a blessing for him, perhaps as preparation for what they were about to hear. Simeon continues: 
 
"This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
 
Almost as quickly as the scene started in celebration, it's finished in uncertainty. Simeon offers a dose of reality with his 
prophecy, that for all the good that will come from God's Savior, his experience will not be without difficulty. We 
wouldn't expect anything less for Jesus as one being born into a real human life -- that joys and sorrows come alike. And 
this might be most true for Mary, his blessed mother, who must have been awfully troubled with the foreshadowing of 
the sword that was to pierce her own soul. In just a few short phrases, we seem very far away from the hope of the 
Epiphany that we've come to rely on from Simeon's song. From what we'd first heard, we would expect great things 
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from Jesus -- the Savior of the world, a light for the nations, the glory of Israel! But we're left in doubt, wondering still 
about the falling and rising of many in Israel, wondering still which of our inner thoughts might be revealed. Even in the 
beginning of Epiphany, the realities of Lent loom large on the horizon. 
 
It is a strange ending to an otherwise lovely story. But Simeon's song and Epiphany as a whole might best be understood 
through the lens of the story we've just heard, the Transfiguration. In the Transfiguration, Jesus is seemingly presented 
once more, not in the temple with his parents but rather on the mount with his disciples, in a glimpse of his true glory, 
confirmed to be God's Messiah and shining in dazzling white, the one true light for the nations. Moses and Elijah add to 
the weight of the moment, they who represent all the law and the prophets that Jesus, the Savior of world, has come to 
fulfill. It is no longer Simeon doing the talking but God from a voice in the cloud -- "This is my Son, my Chosen -- listen 
to him!" But like Simeon's story, the Transfiguration is over almost as soon as it starts, and we're left almost wondering 
what just happened. Simeon's joyful prophecy is concluded with ominous foreshadowing. Jesus' moment of glory 
vanishes into silence and confusion. And as Luke comments in his narration, it was getting time for his departure, which 
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Down the mountain they go, his disciples probably as confounded by what 
they'd just seen as Mary was after Simeon's words. 
 
Our season of Epiphany might feel as if it takes on the characteristics of the stories of Simeon and the Transfiguration. 
We start with excitement, in joy, in celebration of the birth of God's Son, a glimpse of God's very self and glory -- we end 
with confusion, in the terror of the cloud, in the silence, perhaps even in fear. The joy of Simeon's song leads to the 
sword for Mary's soul; the glory of the Transfiguration leads to Jesus heading off to Jerusalem; the excitement of 
Epiphany makes way for the solemnity of Lent. 
 
But in Lent is where all of these moments come together in what Jesus has accomplished. The Savior of the world could 
not be the Savior without setting his face towards Jerusalem and withstanding his Passion. Mary's amazement at what 
her son would do would not be complete without the sorrow she endured in watching that Passion. And for each of us, 
who join into the story ourselves as witnesses to Christ's life cannot know him fully without also witnessing to his death.  
 
So we conclude our season of Epiphany and begin Lent once more in faith, knowing that we cannot only hear Simeon's 
first words without hearing the truth of the sorrow that will come; knowing that we cannot stay on the mountain but 
like the disciples, must come down and take the road to Jerusalem that we might follow Christ to his cross. Because there 
Christ has accomplished that which has meant life for the world -- it is there he has saved this world -- it is there that 
even God's glory was made known in love. 
 
Epiphany is almost finished now. Let us continue on in the story, preparing ourselves for our Lenten observances, that 
we might still find joy in returning to God, in following Christ to the cross of Calvary, and then waiting in faith and in 
hope for the Light of the world once more to rise at Easter. 
 
Amen. 

 


