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In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was crucified but now is risen! Amen. 

 
This night has been a long time in the making. 
 
I say that, in one sense, because we have journeyed through Holy Week together. We have witnessed to Christ’s arrival in 
Jerusalem, a king who would be betrayed; to his gracious act of love and service, washing his disciples’ feet and sharing 
the Last Supper with them; to his betrayal, suffering, and death upon the cross; to his body being laid in the tomb. All of 
these things are now behind us as we have walked the way of sorrow with Christ, and we have come with great 
anticipation to greet the glory of his resurrection together. 
 
In another sense, however, tonight has been a long time in the making because tonight tells the sacred story of the people 
of God -- a story of fear and love, of despair and redemption, of sin and forgiveness, of death and life. It, too, is a story 
full of anticipation for the promises of God to be fulfilled, a story that helps us remember where we’ve come from and 
who we will be as people for whom our Savior died. 
 
Of course, you and I are a part of this story. The readings we have just heard have been handed down to us by the many 
faithful people who came before us so that their stories might become ours as well. Because we are one body in Christ, 
we know that body doesn’t stop at our parish doors, or in our towns, or even in our time. Tonight we listen to holy 
scripture and join together with all of those in every age who have celebrated God’s redemptive works, all of those who 
have looked to God in faith, and all of those who have also witnessed to the power of God’s action in the world. 
 
We join with Adam and Eve, created good in God’s image but stricken by fear in the Garden of Eden. We join with 
those on the shores of the Red Sea, the Israelites trembling in dread as Pharaoh’s armies bear down on them. We join 
with Ezekiel, who saw his people's hearts of stone. We join with the countless number all of those who have called upon 
God for salvation in our times of trouble, knowing that God’s ways are not our ways, knowing that God is not fearful 
when we are afraid, and knowing that God alone has the power to save us. 
 
But we also have the unique perspective of knowing the ending of these stories. Not all of God’s people have had this 
vantage point that we are privileged to have. We know that Christ’s saving death and resurrection happened once, for 
all, but our yearly celebration of this night keeps us mindful of the greater picture, that many of God’s people have put 
their radical trust in God to save them, to deliver them from slavery and fear, to redeem them from sin and death. 
 
And so we join them not just in their struggle but in their joy! We witness to the miracle of the Exodus as God delivered 
the Israelites from the bondage of Egypt. We witness to the breath of life in Ezekiel given to Israel, that God took their 
hearts of stone and gave them new hearts and a new spirit. We witness to the covenant God has kept over and over again, 
that his purposes with us will be everlasting. And in the culmination of all God’s saving acts, tonight we witness to the 
empty tomb of Jesus and the great anticipation and hope of his resurrection, hearing the words of the man in white who 
told the women "Go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he 
told you." 
 
To trust Christ is to believe that what he says is true -- that just as he said, the disciples would see him raised to new life. 
And sometimes, believing the promises of Christ can come to us as naturally as breathing, something we do 
involuntarily and maybe even take for granted. However, there may be other times when we do struggle to put our hope 
in these promises or fail to live out these truths that have been revealed to us. There may be some days when we feel like 
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the Israelites on the wrong side of the Red Sea, or like the disciples on Good Friday as they’ve fled from Jesus’ side. 
Sometimes, we are driven to act completely out of our fear. Yet in spite of our doubts and all of the mysteries of our lives 
we have yet to comprehend or yet to see, God’s promise of salvation endures. We could not have imagined the Red Sea 
splitting open much as the Israelites couldn't have, and we, like the disciples, couldn’t have predicted the resurrection 
after the cross. But that is the miracle of God’s acts of redemption, that when we are afraid, God gives us hope; when we 
are unsure, God is all-knowing; when all appears to be lost, God gives life. 
 
* 
 
Yesterday, we gathered in this place at the foot of the cross to bear witness to God's ultimate act of love. 
Tonight, we gather as witnesses to something else, something different, something new. 
For this is the night when all who believe in Christ are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell and rose victorious from the grave. 
And this is the night that reminds us that we now dwell in an in-between time, a time in which we know that Christ is 
risen and when we continue our wait with the rest of God’s people throughout all time for him to come again in his 
glory. But what we hope and what we know in faith is that in the end, when he does come again, the Son of God will 
reconcile all things to himself so that all fear and all death shall be vanquished. 
 
As we live into the truth and reality of resurrection life, may we remember and hold fast to the truth of this night, that 
Christ was raised from the dead, never to die again. 
Remember that those words spoken to his disciples this very night are the same words Christ continues to speak into 
your heart even now -- “do not be afraid!” 
Remember that in your darkest moments when all may feel lost, the light of Christ's resurrection breaks through the 
darkness to cast out your fears. 
Remember that the tomb of Christ is empty, that the greatest powers of evil and death no longer have dominion over 
Christ, nor do they have power over you. 
And remember that this night has been a long time coming for the people of God because it is a story still being made, 
for God is still working in your life and in mine, that we might live not dwelling in the depths of despair and death but 
rather in joyful celebration as Easter people, as witnesses in hope to the crucified and risen Lord, as people who go out 
into the world free from fear and alive in Christ Jesus. 
 
Amen. 
 
 


