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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Christians are often asked to go where God is calling us. 
 
God calls us in many and various ways, some spiritual, some physical, some internal, some external. 
 
For example, at Christmas, we were called by God to go to the manger of Bethlehem, and remembering Jesus' 
miraculous birth in the lowest of places where there was little welcome, we were the ones called spiritually to welcome 
him into our lives by preparing our hearts for his arrival. 
 
Then in the season after the Epiphany, we recalled that Christ was the one true light who came into the world, and that 
his Epiphany was his introduction to many new people for the first time -- it's a great season of reminder for us to be 
called physically into the world, to tell others about this great light and all that Christ has meant to us in our lives. 
 
And now we have arrived in Lent, where perhaps it is the hardest season to follow these kinds of commands from God. 
As we talked about on Ash Wednesday, though, this season is not a time for the Church to be decidedly miserable. So if 
you've given up something and are having a hard time with it, or you've tried to take on a new daily spiritual exercise but 
maybe have missed a day or two, it isn't cause for despair. It's cause for redoubling these efforts and remembering that in 
this season, much of God's call might be happening internally for you, because God calls us especially in Lent to a place 
of repentance, to a place of self-examination, and as the readings have suggested this morning, to a place of obedience. 
To be sure, these are goals -- they take time, they take effort, and they make take some failure before it begins to feel 
right. This may be one of the more challenging aspects of repentance and self-examination, that when we do those 
things, there is a good chance we will find that we have not always listened to God but rather to our own intentions. 
There may be that temptation to think "well, surely I can have chocolate one day." Or "if I say extra prayers tomorrow, I 
bet it'll be ok if I skip the ones I'm supposed to say today." From someone who has told himself those two things during 
many a Lent, I can assure you that Lent is less about our intention to do right by God and "succeed" in our Lenten 
endeavors and much more about trying to become the person God is calling us to be, our most real selves by listening to 
God, for in listening there is learning, and in learning comes obedience. 
 
When it comes to being obedient before God, the difference between choosing our own devices or going where God has 
called us to go comes down to two categories: faith and fear. Our faith in God allows us to answer God's call, to trust in 
the plans that God has for us and shows us. This is the kind of faith that we see in someone like Abraham, who, as we've 
heard from Genesis today, was ninety-nine when God promised to covenant with him -- ninety-nine when God 
promised him that a great multitude would claim him as his ancestor -- ninety-nine when he still had no children -- 
ninety-nine when this would have surely seemed impossible. It would have been much easier for Abraham to be afraid -- 
afraid that he would soon die in his old age, afraid that what God was telling him wasn't true. Yet we know that God's 
covenant was and still is a promise of life, and that even in his very advanced age, Abraham believed God, trusted God, 
and had faith that God's promise of life was indeed true. And it was, and each of us still claims Abraham as our 
forefather in the faith.  
 
From one faithful man in Abraham, our readings take us to another faithful man, St. Peter, who right before our Gospel 
passage for today declares his faith by proclaiming Jesus to be the Christ, the Messiah -- a great moment of individual 
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faithfulness and the first disciple to understand who Jesus really was. But unlike Abraham, who. from what we know of 
him, was faithful over long periods of time and always went where God called him, Peter often wavered from faith to 
fear. At this point in Mark's Gospel, the story pivots, and after many healings and parables from Jesus' early ministry, he 
now shifts his focus even more to the cross, and what we've heard today is the first of several of Jesus' Passion 
predictions. Out of his fear, Peter becomes angered, so much so that he rebukes Jesus, taking him aside and telling him 
off, essentially. This is perhaps the greatest example in all of scripture of listening to one's own intentions instead of 
God's because of fear. Peter hears Jesus talk about suffering and death and is instantly afraid -- probably for Jesus, his 
rabbi, his Lord, and his friend, and also for his own death -- I imagine we all would be in his position. But Peter would 
have known his scripture, would have known of God's covenant, of God's promise of life, and had he really listened to 
Jesus, would have heard Jesus say that he would rise after three days -- for that is the ultimate of God's intentions, for it 
is always God's intention and plan for his people to have life, so much so that God promises us life even after we die. 
 
To Abraham, at ninety-nine, he was promised life through the countless descendants he would have. In the face of his 
own mortality, Abraham believed and was obedient to God. In the face of Christ's teaching, that those who lose their 
life for his sake and the sake of the good news will indeed find it, Peter feared and chose his own way. We who also hear 
Christ's voice in our lives must hear it faithfully this morning and not be afraid. We must also hear Christ's voice more 
than we hear our own voices, for so often it can be difficult to hear the still small voice of God when all we want to hear 
are our own desires. "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me." This call, to take up our cross and follow Christ, is indeed the path of repentance -- it is the path of 
self-examination and honesty about where we have fallen short of the glory of God. And though it sounds fearful, or like 
a place that may be uncomfortable, taking up our cross and following Christ is the place God is calling us to go because 
it is also the path of life. Let us listen intently to Christ's call this day, for his is a voice that is always calling us back into 
relationship with him, the voice that is always calling us to true and eternal life through him, and the voice of love that 
casts out our fear. Be not afraid -- take courage this Lent, and let us take up our cross to follow our Lord into the way of 
life. 
 
Amen. 

 


