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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
This morning, our liturgy began with the Great Litany, a series of penitent prayers before God that more or less covers 
every part of our common life together. Among other things, we've already prayed to be heard about or delivered from 
our sinfulness, our need of redemption, the beliefs of the Church, the work of the faithful, those in authority, the 
weather, our lives at home, our vocations and work, war and peace, the harvest, our enemies, and the departed. The 
Great Litany is all-encompassing, and it is a good reminder for all of us that God is very much present in all that we do. 
These prayers also remind us that without God, none of the requests would be possible. We are dependent on God to 
deliver us from the evil in the world and in ourselves; we are dependent on God to hear those requests that would build 
up the Kingdom and turn our hearts to love; and more than anything for which we have prayed, we are dependent on 
God to have mercy on us as people who are gripped by the power of sin and death in this world. 
 
And yet, given the events of this week, with seventeen students and teachers murdered in Parkland, Florida, the request 
we may have heard the loudest this morning was as follows: 
 

"From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; and from dying suddenly and 
unprepared, 
Good Lord, deliver us." 

 
These words from the Great Litany, and those that follow them from the Supplication in the Book of Common Prayer, 
are especially prayed when the Church is in a time of repentance and when the country is experiencing a time of national 
anxiety -- and I believe we are in a time when both of these are true. The Church is always in need of repentance, of 
turning away from sin and towards Jesus Christ, but because we are beginning the season of Lent this week, we are 
specifically reminded of this need in many places, today not only in our prayers but also in Jesus' words from Mark: The 
time has come. The Kingdom of God is near. Repent. Believe in the Good News. 
 
And those are familiar words for the Church. We are accustomed to hearing them. Even this time of year, when the lens 
of our language shifts from the joy and wonder of Christmas and Epiphany to the solemn and contrite confessional 
words of Lent, and we explore how God may be inviting us to consider our mortality and forsake those things that 
tempt us, the theme of repentance is a regular occurrence for the Church. 
 
The place where this kind of language is less familiar is on the national stage, in the dialogue of our life in America. Yes, 
each week we pray for those who govern our nation, and on certain days of the year we pray especially for the country 
and that God would lead us on the right path. Otherwise, it is often our inclination not to blend our religious lives with 
our patriotic lives (as if those lives were different), though this, too, is a cause for repentance for the Church -- because 
these days, in this country, all too often on a Sunday morning after a mass shooting when children are killed we are fine 
with and even have become accustomed to the idea of praying for an end to violence and murder and dying suddenly 
and unprepared. The harrowing and awful truth of the matter is that it has become commonplace in this country to 
pray for massacred school students.  But when it comes to changing how we operate as a nation -- of nationally 
repenting of the sin of violence and the idolatry of defending our right to bear arms more fervently than our God-given 
right to live -- we come up short. So often I've heard Christians say that religion has no place in any discourse regarding 
politics, policy, or public affairs, but I would then ask "what good is it, then?" If Christianity doesn't ever leave the 
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church buildings where people worship, or doesn't make us reconsider the decisions we make, or doesn't affect the 
stances we take, or doesn't help us protect our children, or doesn't make us want to change the laws of our country when 
the most vulnerable among us are slaughtered again and again, and doesn't change how we actually live, then I want no 
part in it, and I don't know why anybody would. But so often that has been the stance of so many of the faithful. And 
that is one thing of which we can repent this Lent. 
 
We have learned repentance from the God who has chosen to be graceful to us even when we do not deserve it, who has 
made a covenant with his people from long ago for all future generations, that after the flood, all flesh will never be cut 
off from him again. The word "covenant" as found in Genesis is important, not to be overlooked or misunderstood. It 
isn't simply an agreement, or a contract, or a promise that is kept. It is a binding decision made by a stronger party on 
behalf of a weaker party, and it is a decision that the stronger party makes -- though they need not make it -- for the 
benefit of the weaker party. In the case of Noah in Genesis, God of course is the stronger of the two parties. After the 
flood, God covenants with Noah on behalf of all of humanity, the weaker party, that God will protect us -- that God will 
put away his weapon from us. And sure enough, his bow, the rainbow that we still see in our skies, now points away 
from the earth as a reminder that God will never flood the earth again. God does this voluntarily, out of love, even 
though he had no reason or compulsion to do so. It was his choice. It was his choice to save us out of love. It was his 
choice, freely, to give up his weapon, the bow, for the sake of his vulnerable people, his beloved children. 
 
We, in a time of repentance and national anxiety, must do the same because we, too, have a choice. It is time for all of us, 
those who can make a difference in our national life by how we vote and how we interact with our elected officials and, 
frankly, in what we choose to participate in when it comes to violence, to protect those who in our society are most 
vulnerable, our beloved children, because I do not see how our own children are any different. We who have prayed for 
an end to violence must now act upon the prayers we hold so dear. We whose hearts break every time we see this story 
unfold again and again must realize that the time to change as a nation was long ago, but even so, there's no time like the 
present. And we who follow Jesus Christ who said "blessed are the peacemakers" must realize that violence does not lead 
to peace but only more violence. 
 
After yet another mass shooting, the time has come (and in fact came long ago) for us to repent of this national sin. 
Perhaps we look to scripture this day hoping for answers or comfort in these troubling times, and when we did this 
morning, we heard that God made a covenant to protect those who were vulnerable even though he didn't have to. I 
implore us all to think seriously this day on when we will do the same. 

 


