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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
One of the great things about Christmastide is seeing friends and family that you may not get to see very often. Inevitably, 
stories are told, memories shared, and we reminisce about cherished times of years gone by. This year I ran into some old 
youth group students who are now in college, and couldn't help but share one of my favorite stories. In their youth group 
room, I’d put a large banner on the wall of the room – in the center of it read “WHO IS JESUS?” in large, capital letters. 
Surrounding the question were the chapter and verse of several biblical passages, each from John’s Gospel, which represented 
the “I am” statements in John. The members of the youth group each looked up one of the passages, wrote it out on the 
banner, and we talked about all of the many ways that Jesus described himself. In the following weeks, the banner remained, 
and one Sunday morning I found myself speaking with a few parishioners in the youth group room. In walked one of our 
more angelic church school members – he looked around, found the banner, then looked incredulously back at me and 
proclaimed, “You don't even know who Jesus is?!” 
 
I remember being a bit perplexed, to be honest, but I admired his matter-of-fact attitude. I knew what he meant, that at some 
stage, the answer to the question “WHO IS JESUS?” ought to be an obvious one, and we profess an answer each time we say 
the creeds – he is the eternally-begotten Son of God, the Lord, who came down from heaven for us and for our salvation. 
But beyond creedal affirmations, there is a wonderful simplicity to the Gospel, that the Good News of Jesus Christ is a 
message that should be received and understood as if we had the faith of a young child. When Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs,” he meant it, and he meant it because 
approaching the Gospel on its own terms, with the innocence of child, is when, I imagine, the kingdom shines in its fullest 
glory, and when the voice of he who said “I am the Good Shepherd” is heard in its smoothest clarity. 
 
Yet the difficulty in this task is in our inclination to want to know more, to strive forward in knowledge, to understand the 
things we believe. This is all well and good, and we’re meant to move from the milk of infancy to the solid food of maturity, 
as Paul told the Corinthians, but how we do it matters; where that knowledge comes from matters; and what we claim to be 
true matters. 
 
So where do we turn to answer these questions, and where do we turn to find truth? One place which often has some sort of 
answer to the question “WHO IS JESUS?” is the world around us. However, it may not be an answer we typically want to 
consider. We see examples all the time – from people we know, our Facebook walls, at work, wherever – we see examples of 
words and actions that say, as John writes, the world did not know him. This doesn’t even have to be about belief, but more 
that it can feel like the world both now and then has absolutely no concept of who Jesus is – and when it thought it had an 
idea, even when it heard the Good News, that’s when it did not accept him. 
 
Imagine an author who enters into his own work. Picture a massive fantasy novel with a deep and engaging history and 
complicated storyline; the author, having created it, would know it perfectly because he stood outside of his creation and 
could see its entire scope from even before its existence. Now, with that kind of knowledge, what would happen if the author 
became a character in his own story? Even if he were adorned in the correct clothing, knew the culture and language, and 
lived out his life in accordance with the rules of the time, no one would understand how he could claim to know what he 
knew: that he came into a world he created, and that he knew everything there was to know about it. All might be surprised, 
many would be amazed, yet not all would react positively – what would happen when those who rule the land (perhaps the 
“Herod” of the story…) find out about this all-knowing character? Would they embrace the knowledge this new person had 
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to offer, or would they try to use that knowledge for their own devices?  Would they react with acceptance, or fear that this 
person would threaten their power?  Unfortunately, it is in most people's nature to react to what they don't understand, to 
what is beyond them, with greed or fear--this is Jesus’ story; he would have known – and according to scripture, foresaw – 
the reaction that awaited him, but nevertheless, he entered the story so that he might know our existence and that we might 
know his. And it is our story, that a broken world reacted to the one who came to save it in the only way it knew how. It 
feared what it didn’t understand. It couldn’t allow for something that didn’t fit its expectations.  
 
While this is still our same world, there is a stark difference between the world that rejects Christ and the world that is 
intended to exist. The world that didn’t accept Christ is indeed the same world that God spoke into existence through his 
Word and called it “good;” it is the world that the Word came to set right, to redeem those who had rejected creation and its 
creator, to give light to those who chose to dwell in darkness. And it is the words of God to which we must turn so that we 
might more fully know the Word of God. More specifically, we turn to scripture so that we can witness to the life of Jesus 
Christ. The miracle of the incarnation is that the same God who reigns in glorious majesty, who created all things, full of 
grace and truth, is the same God who came to earth, meek and mild, who humbled himself as a servant, taking on our flesh so 
that we might share in his Father’s glory. But the same grace and truth were made known through acts of compassion, 
forgiveness, and love. Jesus showed us true life and invited us to share his kingdom not by acts that proved his power or 
judgment but by living a life that truly showed the world what God is really like – that his is a kingdom not ruled harshly, 
that it belongs to the meek of this world, that we might take a lesson from those who are most powerless, especially the 
children among us, when it comes to understanding how to love God and neighbor, and that we shouldn’t be surprised if 
they amaze us with their questions and knowledge. 
 
“WHO IS JESUS?” is a question we must keep asking ourselves; it is at the heart of our belief that we profess every time we 
worship. But just as importantly, it is something we must recall on a daily basis, to help us remember that we are to live not as 
servants to the law, or to ritual, or to self-righteousness, but as children of God through Jesus Christ. The importance of the 
Word becoming flesh is that we know God and we know how we ought to live. It is because we know the life of Jesus Christ 
that we do indeed know these things. And to be clear, what’s important here is not necessarily “what would Jesus do,” but 
rather, “what did Jesus do.” Our challenge is that we need not predict what Jesus would have done, but rather, to find ways 
that we might bear witness to how Jesus lived his life and by going and doing likewise. When we strive to be Christ-like, 
when we live in a way that spreads the love of God to those around us, we have a better understanding and answer to the 
question “WHO IS JESUS?”, and it is then that we begin to know the grace and truth of the life that God has called us to 
live. 
 
Amen. 

 


