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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
In recent months, we've talked quite a bit about the gifts that God has given us. 
 
Last Fall, we talked about being good stewards, that with all God has given us, we have a holy responsibility to take care 
of all those things that have been entrusted to us -- like how we use our time, our finances, and our gifts and talents for 
the sake of the Church and God's Kingdom. 
 
In Advent, we awaited the ultimate gift, Jesus Christ the Son of God who came into the world, given that we might live 
through him eternally. 
 
When we celebrated the Baptism of our Lord, we recalled our own baptisms, that we were sealed by the Holy Spirit with 
gifts that empower us for ministry. 
 
And now, your Evangelism and Renewal Committee has begun to plan an event for this Lent, a Spiritual Gifts 
Workshop on March 3rd where you are invited to discern with us the kinds of gifts God may be calling you to use. 
 
The Church has been doing this for a long time, listening intently for where God has called us and responding in faith 
by using our gifts. In fact, we've been doing this for at least as long as since Jesus called his first followers. As we've heard 
today, Jesus first called Peter, Andrew, James, and John. Our tradition has venerated these first disciples for their 
faithfulness, their ministry, their writings, and their piety. We remember them fondly and should remember them as 
great saints of the Church, but we also tend to assume they must have been especially incredible people for Jesus to grace 
them with his first call. In fact, because we elevate the status and reputation of many of our saints, it's easy to think that 
Jesus only wants "the best and the brightest", that Jesus would only call the popular, the most talented, the prosperous, 
the healthy, the wise, the important, the extroverted, or the successful. And Jesus does call those people, but only because 
he calls everyone. So yes, we do remember these saints by depicting them in great icons and wearing fancy vestments and 
as perhaps as some of the most faithful people in Christian history, but we also remember them as human, as real people, 
as people who sometimes even got it wrong. And even in the Acts of the Apostles, when others saw Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John, the crowds "realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men." 
 
These uneducated and ordinary men happened to be fishermen. So when Jesus calls them, he calls them to use the gifts 
they already have -- as normal people making a normal living, but now, instead of fishing for fish, he calls them to fish 
for people -- to "catch" people for the Church, to help him start his Church. 
 
Why "fish for people"? Because he knew they could. Had the first disciples been seamstresses, Jesus' words might have 
been "follow me and help me stitch the kingdom together with many and various threads." Had they been electricians, it 
might have been "follow me and help me light up the whole world." Had they been farmers, it might have been "follow 
me and you'll feed the whole world." I'd be curious to hear how we each might hear these words based on our unique 
gifts, vocations, and careers. Either way, Jesus knew that in the case of Peter, Andrew, James, and John, the gifts and 
talents they used to making a living could be really useful to the early Church, too. 
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The lesson of Jesus' first apostles is one that can apply to all of us. The first of Jesus' calls is significant because it laid the 
groundwork for what Jesus hoped for in his all his followers, and what we know about these first disciples and how their 
gifts were used can give us a good idea of what Jesus' call is all about -- specifically, to follow him, and help others do the 
same by making disciples. That's what it meant for the first apostles -- you can almost hear Jesus saying "you guys sure 
are good at fishing -- let me show you another good use for your skills." 
 
Now if you're like me, and you're not terribly good at fishing, you might need a little help with the finer aspects of 
catching fish. My wife likes to tell the story of when she was a young girl and fishing in Idaho -- she was taught a few 
basic rules that applied: 
First, you have to go somewhere where there are actually fish. You're not gonna catch much if you go fishing at the local 
pool. 
Second, you need the right tools -- a cheap fishing rod or a net will do just fine. 
Third, you need bait. Even if you had the most expensive tools, you might not attract any fish without some enticing 
bait. 
Finally, you just have to be at the right place at the right time. Even if you do the first three steps perfectly, you're not 
guaranteed to catch anything! 
 
Fishing for people requires pretty much the same list: 
First, you have to go out to where there's actually people! If I preached a hundred sermons to an empty room, I'm 
probably not going to make a whole lot of disciples. Or if all of our ministries here at St. Alban's never looked outside of 
ourselves, we'd never meet new people to invite into the joy we know to be here. 
Second, you need the right tools -- these are your gifts, your talents, the things God has already given to us in our lives. 
We often think our gifts have to be perfect to be put to good use in the Church and the world, but imperfect is just fine! 
You don't need the most expensive fishing rod to catch fish, and none of us need to be "best" of anything to follow Jesus 
and make disciples -- you just have to be you, the you God has called you to be. 
Third, you need bait, something that might make people curious or want to know more. Sometimes we think this is just 
free stuff we give to people that we hope brings them back like keychains or "Jesus Loves You" bumper stickers -- but the 
best bait is something that shows people the reality of God's love, like a story of how God has transformed your life, or 
bringing someone along with you to do an outreach project. The bait has to be actually enticing. 
Finally, you might just need to be at the right place at the right time. Even if you do all of those first steps correctly, 
people will still say no to the good news. If it happened to Jesus, it can happen to his Church. 
 
But like any good fisherman, we can't give up if we don't happen to catch anything or come up short sometimes. For us 
to be fishers of people like Jesus' first disciples, we need to remember what it was like for ourselves to be "caught" in the 
first place. At some point in your life, this would have all been new to each of us, but clearly there was something in 
Christ's call that brought us back and made us realize that this was something we wanted to be a part of. That's what I 
invite us into trying together here at St. Alban's. Come join us March 3rd and learn more about your spiritual gifts. 
Come and learn about the talents God has given you so that you might go out into the world, sharing the love of God 
with all and inviting others into the fold. Jesus' first disciples were called to fish for people. I'm sure he's got something 
great planned for you, too. 
 
Amen. 

 


