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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I once sat in on a Sunday School class where children around six or seven years old were joined by their family members 
for their lesson. Since there were so many additional faces in class that day, the Sunday School teacher asked each child to 
introduce to the class the family member who had come with them. For most of the children, this was a fun little 
exercise, as they introduced Mommy or Daddy to the rest of their classmates. 
 
However, for one of the children, this posed a little bit of a problem. When it was his turn to speak, a little boy stood up, 
looked up to his grandmother who was with him, and quickly realized that he wasn't sure how to introduce her. He 
knew that she was family, and that she was important, and even that they had spent a lot of time together, but he wasn't 
sure what her name was. This kind of thing happens with young children all the time, that though they very much know 
a family member, they may not know who that person really is. When I was a young boy, I even once asked my mother 
why we didn't see my grandparents' children very often -- not realizing that my mother is, indeed, one of my 
grandparents' children! 
 
A child's perspective is often much different from the parent's or grandparent's perspective. The child of six or seven 
years of age may not realize that anything at all happened before they were born, or they might come to the conclusion 
that only real things in the whole world are those things that are within their range of knowledge and worldview. So the 
child may often be surprised that, though they don't know certain things about their parents or grandparents, those and 
other members of their family have known the child since before they were born. They may have known about the child 
when his or her mother was pregnant. They may have even prayed to God for the child before he or she was ever 
conceived. Our relationships, then, can be much more complex and full than we ever realize. The young child may not 
understand how the parent or grandparent knows them so well or knows so much more about them, but so much of the 
relationship began even before they were born. 
 
+ 
 
Today in our lessons from scripture we've heard much about the relationship that God has with each of us as God's 
children. Psalm 139 reminds us that God's relationship with us is an intimate one, that God truly knows us even from 
before we were born -- "for [the Lord] created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb." Then in 
the Gospel we heard Jesus call Nathanael because he already knew him, much to his surprise. Jesus proclaims of him 
"Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael, much like the confused Sunday School boy looking to 
his grandmother, replied, "Where did you get to know me?" For Nathanael, his confusion at how Jesus knew him before 
he even met him puts him in good company -- lots of other people in the Bible are perplexed when they realize how 
much God already knows about them. Like the woman at the well, who, after Jesus meets her and tells her many details 
from her own life, says: "Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can 
he?” Or when Jeremiah is confused at what God wills in this world, he concedes "But you, O Lord, know me; you see me 
and test me -- my heart is with you." 
 
Perhaps the best story in scripture that comes to mind is the other call story we've heard this morning -- the call of 
Samuel. When Samuel was just a boy, he was helping Eli minister in the temple, but as it is written, "Samuel did not yet 
 



2 
 
know the Lord." But then, he's called: "Samuel! Samuel!" And though he thought it was Eli, Samuel answered "Here I 
am, for you called me." This happens again, and both times Eli tells him "I did not call, my son; go lie back down." After 
a third time, Eli understands that Samuel is indeed hearing a call, for God is the one calling him. Even though he was just 
a boy and didn't yet know God, God certainly knew Samuel, and he knew him well enough that he called him to be a 
great prophet. 
 
When it comes to God's relationship with us, we often think we need to live the right way or do just the right things in 
order for us to know God or God to know us. I can't tell you how many times I've heard someone say to me, "oh well 
you're a priest so God must really like you" or "so if I donate a lot of money or do a lot of work with charity, that means 
God will like me, right?" or even, "I don't think I'm a good enough person for God to know me." So often I've heard 
these comments or comments like them, but there's a big misconception here. We tend to think that God will only know 
us or love us if we happen to do certain things just right or try to be a good person -- but it's not that we have to be good 
enough for God, it's that God is already good enough for us. In all of these stories -- Nathanael being called by Jesus, the 
woman at the well being known by Jesus, and Samuel being called by God -- none of them were called because they were 
good enough or because they completed some divine checklist of good deeds. They were called because they were already 
known by God, known intimately and completely by God, and God knew them to be the right person for that specific 
call. Remember, Samuel didn't even know God and was called by God all the same. 
 
In our relationships with God, it may sometimes feel like we're the six year old trying to introduce the family member 
and we panic because we don't know what to do. Or we despair because we're too embarrassed by what we don't know 
or what things we've done in our life that we're ashamed of. Or we haven't seen that person in so long that we don't 
think they could possibly know anything about us. Yet all the while, one way or another, God is always calling us 
because God has always had a relationship with us. "Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know my 
sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar." The Creator of All That Is is also the Creator of 
You, you who are precious to God; you who are known by God; you who have been seen by God and loved by God; you 
who are called by God; and you who are never too far away from God. 
 
May you, like Samuel, grow with God and be known by God. 
May you, like Nathanael, be found faithful and true before the Son of God. 
And may you, like all of God's children, give thanks to God for being made marvelously in God's sight and in God's 
image, for you have been known and loved from the very beginning. 
 
Amen. 

 


