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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
This Fall, as we have journeyed through the Gospel of Matthew together in our worship, we have heard of life in the 
Kingdom of Heaven described in many ways and compared to many things. In almost every lesson we've heard, there's 
also been a takeaway for all of us who hear these holy words today. In our participation in God's Kingdom, there is often 
something, either directly or indirectly, that we may choose to do or not to do.  
 
We are asked to use our gifts like those who doubled their master's talents. 
We are asked to be prepared like the wise bridesmaids who made sure to bring oil for their lamps as they waited for the 
bridegroom. 
We are asked to give, that we should render to Caesar the coins that are Caesar's and render to God our very lives which 
are from God. 
We are asked to forgive, even 70 times 7 times. 
We are asked to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and we are asked to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
 
So indeed, there is much work to be done in the life of the Kingdom. Give. Forgive. Prepare. Love. Jesus has pointed out 
to lots of ways in parables and metaphors that we can then apply to our lives, each understanding them in our own way 
to use in our own context. 
 
In plenty of readings and parables, there are countless ways that we might interpret them, each interpretation as viable as 
the next. But the lesson at the end of Matthew 25 is about as cut and dry as they get because today's lesson is no parable. 
It is not a story meant to be taken as a metaphor for some greater truth. It isn't an abstract account that calls us to 
ponder its real meaning. Instead, today's Gospel is perhaps the greatest and most literal example of how we can actively 
participate in Christ's reign as King, by doing those things that we would do for Christ to those who need the most help 
here and now.  
 
Jesus' words are striking because there can be no mistaking his meaning: "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me." 
 
That is how Jesus chooses to be a King, for any kingdom will inevitably take on the characteristics of its king. The 
benevolent king is rare in history, to be sure. The power of leadership is almost always used in such a way that only 
benefits the leader; power does not often yield. Rarer still is the leader who not only yields power but truly lives for the 
sake of the people he or she rules. Christ is a King made of a completely different mold. Today we hear Jesus, even he 
who is rightfully sitting on the right hand of God the Father enthroned in glory, think on himself not in power and not 
in glory but only in how he is associated with others, specifically the most needy. Jesus never touts his resume, 
so-to-speak -- though he is deserving of our praise, our worship, our adoration, and our love, he always focuses his 
followers' attention away from himself, either to his heavenly Father or to the proverbial "least of these". Even when 
Christ took time to be alone in the Gospels, it was never simply for his own benefit; he often prayed for others, like his 
disciples, or asked his Father how he might seek the Father's will and not his own. He can do this because he is humble, 
he is selfless, and because he in all that he did -- his coming into this world, his baptism, his ministry, his teaching, his 
healing, his death, and his resurrection -- he did so for others. 
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Christ's humility is something we can never take for granted because we are always asked to emulate it, so much so today 
that even when we do so for others, we then are really doing it to him, too. I'm sure that, were Jesus in the room today, 
all of us would fall down at his feet, call him Lord, and do anything he would ask. I'm sure we wouldn't miss him. 
However the truth is it's very easy to miss him all the same in our world today because he already is here. Christ our King 
is here in his abiding presence in the sacrament of the Eucharist. He is here in his spiritual body that he promised would 
be with us always. Perhaps most importantly as we read today's lesson, Christ is with us in the need of those around us -- 
in the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the imprisoned. We must remember what we have promised, that we not 
only vowed to worship God and turn to Christ, but also that we would respect every person's dignity, that we would 
seek Christ in all people regardless of their place in life. St. John Chrysostom put it this way: “If you cannot find Christ 
in the beggar at the church door, you will not find him in the chalice”. 
 
To live in the Kingdom of God is to be like its King. For all his parables and teachings, were we to look at what Christ 
did in his life, it would look an awful lot like what we've heard him ask of us today. Feed the hungry. Clothe the naked. 
Care for the sick. Visit the imprisoned. It is certainly our choice whether or not we would choose to do these things. 
Often it is much easier not to do these things -- it requires much less work to think only on ourselves. It is also much 
easier for our society to come up with reasons not to help those in need -- because they don't believe what we believe. 
Because they don't have the right skin color. Because they should be able to find a job. Because people are always looking 
for handouts. There are times when it feels as if our society has become a place obsessed with finding the reason not to 
help others. But these words of Christ our King do not give the space for finding those ill-conceived reasons. This is why 
Bible Study is so important -- this is why we read so much scripture in our worship together -- to remember what Christ 
has said, and to remember what he did not say. Christ never said "only help others when it is convenient." Christ never 
said "only help the people that look like you or believe as you do." Christ never said "help only those who help 
themselves." Quite the opposite, actually. To participate in the reign of Christ, we must take our King at his word and 
then do as he commands. 
 
And I've seen you listen to his words. I give thanks that you do help those who are in need. I give thanks that when you 
have heard of people without clothing, you have clothed them. I give thanks that when you hear that others are hungry, 
you reached out to them and you have fed them. I give thanks that when those of this community have been sick, you 
have visited them. For in doing all these things, you have been serving your Lord all the while. You are doing good work 
in God's Kingdom, and now I will ask you to keep doing it! Life in Christ's Kingdom is as eternal as he is. It is never 
ending, as is the need of the world. So I encourage us to think on how we might continue to answer Christ's call as a 
community and serve where the need is greatest. How else can we be helping those in need? How might we feed the 
hungry, or give drink to the thirsty? In what ways can this wonderful space serve as a place of respite and refreshment to 
the "least of these"? To serve our brothers and sisters in need is to serve Christ our King -- as we look toward Advent and 
look to the coming of Jesus, may we also look for ways to serve him here and now. 
 
Amen. 


