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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Sometimes it's really hard to do something for the first time. Do you remember your first day of school? Or the first time 
you really lived away from home? The first day at your job? Almost no matter the example, the same questions often 
come to us -- will I do everything the right way? Will people like me? How will I know where to go? What's it going to 
be like? 
 
When we were thinking about having children, I remember thinking about a whole set of questions that perhaps many 
of you have thought through as well -- am I really ready to be a parent? To change diapers at 2 in the morning? To be an 
example and role model all the time? To be responsible for a helpless human being? 
 
Regardless of all the different roles we have, or jobs, or vocations, or where we are in our lives, we each have 
responsibilities that have been entrusted to our care. The student on the first day of school has to attend classes, get 
along with his classmates, and then complete his homework. The young adult who begins to live away from home for 
the first time has to gather up her courage and become more accustomed to a new chapter in her life. The employee must 
accomplish his tasks and learn how to work in a new position. 
 
The truth is, while it's perfectly normal to question how we will fare at new experiences and in the responsibilities we 
have in life, God has already given us the gifts we need to do these things. Even if it's tough to anticipate how something 
will go, the gifts God has provided to each of us will come to our aid when we begin to use them. 
 
At our Wednesday Bible Study, we were recently talking about what it must have been like for Jesus to have called his 
first disciples. Jesus was along the shoreline at the Sea of Galilee, and he sees that Peter and Andrew are fishing. This was 
what they did for a living, and clearly they were skilled fishermen because they had been given certain gifts to do so. Jesus 
must have seen their gifts and abilities and knew what they were capable of because he called them to be his disciples. 
He knew that they were equipped with skills to gather fish, so Jesus called them to use the gift they'd been given to 
gather -- but this time they would gather people for the early Church.  
 
And just like all of us, they then had to put their skills to use for the first time! When Jesus sent out his apostles he told 
them, "do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you 
who speak, but the Holy Spirit." 
 
The Holy Spirit is the ultimate giver of gifts -- and when it gives us our gifts, abilities, and talents, it also empowers us to 
use them. Like the Master in the parable we've just heard, the Holy Spirit gives us talents that we might put them to 
good use. The talents that the Master in the parable gives were units of measurement. Back then, a single talent was 
worth about as much as one person could earn in twenty years of labor. Jesus' listeners would have understood that the 
Master was giving his servants something extremely precious to take care of -- they were expected to be good stewards of 
what had been given to them. With this great sum came great responsibility, and it was the Master's expectation that his 
servants would make his talents thrive. So each is given talents according to his ability -- one was given five, one was 
given two, and one was given one talent. Notice that even the last servant, the one given the single talent, was still 
entrusted with an enormous amount of money. As time goes one, the first two servants get to work. Using the abilities 
they'd been given, they make the talents double by the time the Master returns. The third servant, who has abilities of 
his own even if they're not as many as the first two servants, fails to do anything with his talent because he buried it in 
the ground. 
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We may not think of the third servant's plan as all that bad. In terms of investment, there's little to no risk! He was 
pretty much guaranteed to give back to the Master the same talent that had been entrusted to him -- but that is not why 
the Master gave it to him. Just as the Master expected the third servant to do something with his talent, so God expects 
us to do something with the gifts we've been given.  
 
Consider the case of St. Paul. At one point in his life, he was a lot more like the third servant than the first two. He used 
his gifts to persecute the Church. After encountering the Risen Christ, Paul was changed, ready to use his gifts for the 
building up of the kingdom of God -- to make his talents thrive. He would later be described as an "instrument" for the 
Gentiles, so that many could hear and read his words -- that was the best way for his gifts to be used. But imagine if he 
had continued to act like the third servant -- would we expect an instrument to lay idle? To never be played? Of course 
not! It was his responsibility to make noise, to use the gifts that only he had so that others might come to hear the good 
news of Christ. He went on to become the greatest theologian the Church has ever known, and millions have benefitted 
from his gifts of teaching, wisdom, and evangelism. 
 
Not all of us are expected to be the next St. Paul. Remember, each of us is given gifts according to our abilities, and the 
same Spirit who gave Paul his unique gifts has given you your own gifts, too. God, who is the Master of our lives, has 
given each of us something even more precious than great wealth of the talents in today's parable -- God has given us our 
abilities, our talents, and the gifts of our very lives. Think about the abilities you have -- it may be something you've done 
all your life or it may a gift that the Holy Spirit will empower you to use for the first time soon! What gifts has God 
given you that have helped you accomplish the tasks required by the many responsibilities in your life? What do you 
enjoy doing? What have you always wanted to do? Where could you make the Master's talents thrive? 
 
There are a lot of spiritual gifts in the Bible, and I hope you consider which ones God has entrusted to you. Maybe 
you've been given the gift of teaching or exhortation -- if so, consider writing some articles for our newsletter, the 
Sonlight. Or maybe healing, hospitality, and prayer are where God has given you gifts -- that could mean you'd be a great 
Eucharistic Visitor or Usher here at church. Leadership and even administration are gifts of the Spirit -- we will be 
electing new members to the Vestry in January and can use gifted leaders who are hearing a call from God to serve in 
that capacity. 
 
God has given each of us wonderful gifts -- I encourage you to pray this week about how you might hear the Spirit's 
invitation to use them for the sake of the Church and the world. And then remember, when we use our gifts -- and even 
produce great things with our gifts -- we're not really allowed to sit back and relax. Maybe for a little while -- we all need 
sabbath and rest, after all -- but when the Master saw all that had been done, all the good work that had been done with 
what he had provided, he then welcomes the faithful servants into his greater joy and issues an even greater task: "you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things." As people of God who are doing all that 
we can to be good stewards of God's many good gifts, may we discern both individually and as a community how we 
might best use the talents and abilities that have been entrusted to us, knowing that God continually calls us to ministry. 
May God give us the grace to be trustworthy in few and then many things, that we might enter into the joy of our 
Master. 
 
Amen. 


