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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
This past Monday I distinctly remember waking up early in the morning, checking on Lydia, and returning back to 
bed. I couldn't get back to sleep, so I did the next best thing -- grabbed my phone off my nightstand to see what was 
happening in the world. 
 
It was about 5:30am. Lately, when I've checked my phone after sleep has eluded me, not a whole lot has happened 
overnight, and there aren't always that many new headlines from the previous night hours. Unfortunately, this was 
not one of those days. 
 
Like you and everyone else around the country, I'd awoken to the news of a horrific mass shooting at a concert in 
Las Vegas. I would like to tell you that I struggled to make sense of it all, that it was surprising, that I couldn't 
believe what I was reading -- but that's not really true anymore. Though this tragedy is the current deadliest 
shooting in modern American history, it's only been a year since the nightclub shooting in Orlando that was the last 
such tragedy. These senseless events seem to be happening all the time, and though we seem to be in a national 
stalemate as to what should be done to stop them, these tragedies seem to spark the same questions again and again: 
 
-why does this keep happening here? 
-how can we prevent the next one? 
-can we predict where the next one might happen so that we might be more prepared? 
 
I'm not sure we're anywhere close to answering these and many other questions. Yes, I think we would all like to 
know how to prevent future attacks like the one in Las Vegas, but on some level, it's difficult for each of us as 
individuals to affect positive change or make a difference in a meaningful way. But that doesn't mean we can't try. 
 
I'm also beginning to wonder if they're the right questions at all. Perhaps a more pressing set of questions might be 
"why are we as a society so prone to violence?" and "what can we do in our lives, individually, to seek peace?" 
 
I don't find it a coincidence that we are given a gospel reading this week revolving around violence. When we, as 
people of faith, turn to scripture, we often read and hear something revealed about who God is, but at the same 
time, we just might learn something about ourselves, too. We're treated to yet another parable this morning, this 
time with a violent group of tenants in their master's vineyard. When it was time for the harvest, the master sent 
some of his servants to collect the produce, but the tenants beat, killed, and stoned those whom the master had sent. 
This happens again with the same gruesome result. The master decides to send his own son, believing that the 
tenants would surely respect the son. When they learn of this plan, the tenants become excited and begin to scheme: 
"This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance." And so they did. 
 
If you've heard this parable before, perhaps you, like I often do, think of this little scheme as very matter-of-fact. 
They don't respect the son, he comes, they kill him, end of story. Did you hear it that way just now when we read it? 
If so, isn't it strange that we don't find that story to be ridiculous? Isn't it curious that a story with this much 
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violence and murder doesn't make us sit up straight in our pews, startled at what we've heard? It would seem that 
we are so accustomed to hearing about violence that violence in any form doesn't move us at all.  
 
But the parable doesn't end there. Sure, there is already something that we as people of faith might learn from the 
first half of it -- that, one, the scheme of the tenants actually doesn't make any sense (that is, that even if they kill the 
son, they're not going to magically gain his inheritance), and two, our instincts and judgments are clouded and 
dulled by violence. I suppose these two takeaways would be helpful enough, but it turns out, there's more. 
 
Jesus, as he often does, completes his point or his story by asking a question of those who have listened to it: "Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" His audience this day were the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, but we would do well to put ourselves into this situation as if we were indeed the master 
of the vineyard. Our servants have been beaten, stoned, and killed on several occasions, and when we sent our son, 
he was thrown out of the garden and killed, too. Were any of us the master, what would we have done? 
 
It would be a perfectly natural answer to respond as the chief priests and Pharisees responded: "He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death." Had the shooter in Las Vegas lived through his massacre, I imagine many people 
would have said the same about him. But predictably, this is the part of the story where I imagine Jesus would have 
looked at them and started sullenly shaking his head. He knows that violence has a grip on us, and he even knows 
what that violence will do to him on the cross, but clearly Jesus wants us to reconsider how we might respond in a 
similar situation. 
 
He's giving this parable when he does because he knows a similar situation is coming. When we read scripture, we 
must consider its context. The context of this parable is Holy Week -- we read it now, yes, but its proper place is 
following Palm Sunday and before Maundy Thursday. It is not a story to be read complacently, or without a 
certain sense of urgency. Jesus knew that his hour was coming soon, so much so that he leaves lots of clues that 
might sound familiar to those who know how his story ends. It's not terribly subtle, the hidden message of this 
parable. In the parable, after many servants, the master of the land sends his son to intercede; in the story of God's 
people, after many prophets, God the Father sends his Son Jesus Christ into the world, the proverbial vineyard, and 
sure enough, instead of listening to him and following him, the wicked tenants devise a plan that will lead to his 
death. And sure enough, first they throw him out of the vineyard to do it; in his Passion, Jesus is led outside the 
walls of Jerusalem to the horror of Golgotha, where criminals and those considered less than human were taken to 
be crucified. 
 
The parallels to the end of Jesus' life are astounding, and he knows that there are those among him in that very 
moment who will put him to death just like the son in the story. And at the same time, he wants to show us that 
there is a different path instead of violence. He is the same Jesus who, in Luke's account of the crucifixion, will say 
"forgive them, Father, for they know not what they do." Jesus found forgiveness within him even for those who 
were actively killing him. When he allows for the Pharisees to show mercy, I bet he's hoping they answer with 
mercy, too, but of course they do not. 
 
Remember some of the earliest verses of the gospels when we meet John the Baptist -- he says "Repent! For the 
kingdom of God is at hand!" Remember some of Jesus' most famous words in Matthew's gospel -- "Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God." And then remember how today's parable ends: "Therefore I 
tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom." Jesus' words are a threat to the existence of violence and a challenge to those who are violent. The 
Kingdom of God will be given to a people that produces fruits of the kingdom -- those fruits begin with those same 
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questions from earlier and asking them of ourselves. What can I do to prevent violence? What would I do were I the 
master -- would I seek vengeance or would I seek peace? Will I turn to evil or will I turn to God? For that is the 
beginning of repentance, to turn to God when we normally would not, to choose mercy even when more violence 
seems to be the greatest answer, to forgive when it would be easier not to. These are hard questions, yes, but in a 
time when violence is all around us, it is the hard work of discipleship that we are called to that we each might be 
witnesses to the good in this world, to peace in this world, to mercy in this world. In a way, we are each asked Jesus' 
question every day, as if we were in the place of the master of the vineyard: "what will we do?" May we seek to do 
the will of our Heavenly Father, the true master of the vineyard, and then may we seek to follow the path of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, for in doing so we will begin to repent of those things that separate us from the peace of 
God, and we will bear the good fruit of this kingdom. 
Amen. 


