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In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I must tell you that it's been a joy to be among since arriving. After three months with you, I'm doing all I can to learn the 
traditions and customs of St. Alban's, and I'm trying my best to settle in here. One way in which I've done that is my office. If 
you've been inside, you'll know there's a coffee machine (which is vital for ministry, of course), there are some candles, there 
are some icons, and occasionally, you'll actually find a priest doing some work or writing a sermon. 
 
But there's lots of other things, too, that now adorn the office. Many of the things inside I've accumulated over the years, and 
a few now stand out as things that I hope represent the Christian life and serve as good reminders of our common life 
together. 
 
Of course, the first thing you might see if you step inside is St. Alban's flag: it represents you. I've always liked St. Alban, and 
when I was called here, I knew I had to have one of his flags. It is the symbol of our patron saint, Alban, who did not back 
down when the going got tough, but instead stuck to what he believed even when it wasn't popular, that he worshipped and 
adored the true and living God who created all things. It was his faith that inspired him, his faith that gave him strength, and 
his God that allowed him to confess that faith at the risk of great peril and certain death. He is an inspiration to all of us, and 
a great sign of the faithfulness and  courage that Christians have always been called to display. 
 
Elsewhere in the office you'll find some boxes. Yes, it's a little cluttered, but moving boxes might also represent the Christian 
life because our common life with one another and as disciples of Jesus Christ is always a work in progress, always something 
on the move! Our lives are always moving, always in progress, and rarely  are there moments in the midst of our busyness 
when we are absolutely certain of any sense contentment. Much more often we are in process, with lots of things happening 
around us. Our faith can be like that, too, and it's often described as a journey -- a journey that we are on together as we seek 
to walk in the way of the cross, in the way of Christ, to be his disciples -- but also a journey that we take with God, for it is 
often not we who are the ones doing the seeking, but God. God is always seeking out his people, for God has known us since 
our mother's wombs, and it is God who has a plan for us, God who is generous to us, and it is God who, as the 23rd psalm 
reminds us, seeks us out, chases after us even, with the holy loving-kindness that is only of God. We may not always feel that 
much in our life is constant, but indeed Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, and the God who is the 
giver of all good gifts, especially the many blessings of this life, is always seeking us that we might follow him more deeply and 
know of his great love for us. The Christian life is always a work in progress, and we believe in a God who is always active and 
on the move. 
 
Finally, there are many things hanging on the walls of the office, but when it comes to the Christian life, I'm not sure there's 
one thing in there that more adequately sums up the experience of the Christian as a small frame in the corner. Upon it are 
some famous words of a man named Aristides. The piece in question is a representation of a speech given to the Roman 
Emperor Hadrian in the Second Century, and this excerpt is part of a much longer speech intended to help the Emperor 
understand what Christianity was all about. Ironically, Aristides was not yet a Christian when he gave his account. He would 
convert later, and I can only imagine his conversion had something to do with what he observed. This is what he told to 
Hadrian: 
 
They love one another, they never fail to help widows. they save orphans from those who would hurt them. If they have 
something they give freely to the man who has nothing, if they see a stranger, they take him home and are happy as though he 
were a real brother. They don’t consider themselves brothers in the usual sense, but brothers, instead through the Spirit, in 
God. 
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I bring this up because it is the best example that I know of that describes what Christians do -- this account is almost 1900 
years old, older than the Nicene Creed by 200 years. These are traits we've been called to for a long time. But more important 
than how long we've been doing it is why we do them in the first place.  
 
It's worth asking why Christians act as they do in this life we live together. It's worth asking why we give of ourselves for the 
sake of others. It's worth asking why we are brothers and sisters in the Spirit of God and not in some superficial way. It is 
worth asking what might have driven St. Alban to give his life for his brother, or why Christians are willing to live this life of 
process and progress instead of looking to our own interests. What each of these things have in common, and what all 
Christians are called to have in common, is that we give. And yet still, the question lingers -- why do we give? 
 
The simplest answer is that we believe in a God who gave all -- a God who gave his only Son for the sake of the life of the 
world, a Son who humbled himself, and though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited but as something that he might show us -- that even as God Incarnate on this earth, Christ Jesus helped us 
come to know that it is in giving of ourselves that we receive. 
 
That indeed is what we believe. But if that is the simplest answer, I would submit there is a more complex answer, too. I 
think we give of our time, talent, and treasure because it is in our very nature to give. It is in our very nature to care for others 
and look outside ourselves because we have been made Good in image of the God who gave life to the world, who gave 
breath and wind and light and love into this creation, who gave a Son that we might know in him what the love of God most 
purely looked like. We have been made in the image of God that we might be like him, and it shows in your ministries. It 
shows when you have a list of good things here just like those earliest Christians did. You give when you bring communion to 
homebound parishioners. You give when you spend time here making sure every detail of the altar is perfect. You give when 
you knit prayer shawls for those who cannot be here. You give when you sing an anthem or play an instrument as an offering 
of your talents. You give when you're at your fourth meeting in as many days in our conference room making sure the 
numbers on our reports are what they should be. You give when you teach our youngest parishioners about Jesus. You give 
when you donate food and supplies so that many in our communities might have a hot meal or books for their school. You 
give when our Endowment Committee sends much needed money to areas devastated by hurricanes because your financial 
gifts help our partners in do great ministry to those in need. And you give of yourself when you come to meet God in this 
place because the very act of being here is your sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving before the true and living God that you, 
like St. Alban, worship and adore. 
 
The ways that each of you give of yourselves are probably too many to mention here at this time. But know that you have the 
deepest gratitude of this parish and of this priest when you do. And know also that, like the many things that are in process in 
all our lives, our giving really never ends. I'm asking you this day to prayerfully consider how you will continue to give to 
God, to one another, and to this place in the coming year. I invite you to reflect on the giving in your life -- how has God 
given to you? In what ways have others in your life given to you? What are the ways in which you find joy in giving of 
yourself? Of your time? Of the gifts God has given you? Of your finances? 
 
And then I will ask you what it means for your Church to give. When we pledge to give to St. Alban's, we enable and activate 
a greater sense of giving because when we do it together, we far outnumber the ways we can give individually because though 
we are many, we are one body in Christ. I invite you to consider how has your Church inspired you -- because if you have 
been inspired here -- if in your years of seeking, if you have found God and been found by God here -- know that your giving 
and your pledge helps us do the same for countless others as we plan our ministries, outreach, and programs for the coming 
year. The impact of your gift may not always be immediately be felt, but that is always the truth of any gift freely given. 
When St. Alban gave his life, I sincerely doubt he knew that so many parishes -- this one included -- would witness to his 
bravery and faith by bearing his name. When the Christians who inspired Aristides gave and helped others, they did not give 
for themselves or their own satisfaction but because they, too, sought to live with the mind of Christ. You will hear also from 
some of your fellow parishioners this month as to why they give to this place and why they keep coming back to St. Alban's. I 
hope that you may consider the same questions for yourselves -- this month, think on why you give and what keeps you 
coming back. 
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Thank you for your willingness to give to this place in all that you do, and in all that you are, and in all that you give 
financially. Jesus said, "where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." May our hearts be so stirred that, for the sake of 
helping others and for the sake of the ministry of this parish, we give of our treasure the same way that God has given joy to 
our hearts: with abundance and without reserve. 
 
May we have the faith of St. Alban, to give courageously of ourselves of the sake of others. 
 
May we have the courage to step into the path that God calls us to, knowing that, as we give, God will provide the next step 
in the process of our lives and journeys. 
 
May we have the generosity of our earliest forebears, who gave to all as they had need. 
 
May we have the same mind as Christ Jesus, who did nothing out of his own ambition but lived each day with great humility, 
taking the flesh of one who serves, giving of all that he had for the sake of this world and for the sake of each of us.  
 
And may God bless you as you discern how you might give, and I thank God for your ministry, your time, your talent, your 
treasure, and the gifts of your very lives in this wonderful place. 
 
Amen. 


